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Conference Welcome

Welcome to the 17" Annual Conference of the Victorian Popular Fiction Association!

Over the next three days, we invite you to explore this year’s theme of Heights, Depths, and
Extremes. We have a wide range of papers for you to enjoy that examine the limits, boundaries,
and expanses of Victorian popular fiction, encompassing everything from physical and
metaphorical heights to the extremities of human emotion, imagination, and social structures.

For the abstracts for each paper, please see the accompanying ABSTRACT PACK






Monday 14" July

8.00 -9.00: Registration, log-in, and coffee
8.45 -9.00: Technical meeting for Chairs (John Peek Room)

9.00 -9.25: Conference Welcome and introduction to the BMI
(Dickens Room)

9.30-11.00: Panels 1, 2, 3,and 4

Panel 1 - Class and Poverty and Economics 1 (Charles Dickens
Room)
CHAIR: ANDREW KING

FELIX CARR (online): ‘Affect in Extremis: The Radical Depths of Ressentiment in
George Gissing’s Social Underclass

CAROLIN STERNBERG: From Foundling to Gentleman: Social and Moral
Extremes in Charley Wag, the New Jack Sheppard

HELEN MCKENZIE: “A Labyrinth of Shabby Streets”: Depictions of Extreme
Poverty in Braddon’s Novels

Panel 2 — Depths of the Sea (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: CECILIA ROSE

JO KNOWLES: Improvers, Destroyers and Extremes at the Victorian Seaside

EPTISUM LASKAR (online): Drowning in the Uncanny: Submersion,
Psychological Horror and the Abyssal Gothic in Margaret Oliphant’s A
Beleaguered City

FRANCESCA CRISANTE (online): In the Whirlpool of an Archaic Curse: The
Doom of the Griffiths, by Elizabeth Gaskell



Panel 3 - Probing the Hypnotic Depths (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: HELENA ESSER

GORDON BATES: Welcome to the Trance: Using Hypnotism to Explore the Soul

JANETTE LEAF: Hypnotic Gothic and Mesmeric Medics: Abusive Transgression
and Extreme Loss of Volition in Fin-de-Siecle Fiction

JEREMY NEWTON: Hypnotism, Mesmerism and the Psychic Link in George Du
Maurier’s Trilby and The Martian

Panel 4 - Gothic Horrors (Lyttelton Theatre)

NB: This panel is not available on Zoom
CHAIR: MARIJKE VALK

HELENA IFILL: Everyday Extremes: Charlotte Riddell’s Workaholics and Office
Gothic

ANNA SHANE: ‘| endeavoured to pass on the emotion’: A Cognitive Perspective
on Arthur Machen’s Horror

FIONA SNAILHAM: ‘Proof substantiating Hope!’: The Supernatural as a means
of escaping life’s horrors in Eliza Lynn Linton’s Paston Carew, Millionaire
and Miser

11.00 - 11.30: Refreshment Break

11.30 - 12.40: Keynote 1 (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: JO KNOWLES

JIMMY PACKHAM, University of Birmingham: Swimming with Snarks: Submarine Gothic
and the Monstrous Deep

12.40 -14.00: Lunch

13.00 - 13.45: VPFA Short Story Reading Group, ‘Castles’ (John Peek
Room)

Stories to be discussed are available on the VPFA Conference Website. Follow
this link

13.00: Optional BMI Library Tour


https://victorianpopularfiction.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/VPFA-Short-Story-Club_CASTLES_Conf2025.pdf

14.00 -15.30: Panels 5, 6, and 7

Panel 5 - Science and the Imagination 1 (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: HELENA IFILL

SHANNON SCOTT (online): Denying the Rights of the Body: Revising
Frankenstein in Addie Tsai’s Unwieldy Creatures and Jeanette
Winterson’s Frankissstein

BRANDI BURNS (online): “A Set of Young Devils”: From Medical Student to
Vivisecting Doctor in Nineteenth-Century Fiction

Panel 6 — Conventions and Innovations of the Literary Marketplace 1
(John Peek Room)
CHAIR: ABIGAIL BOUCHER

GARY KELLY: Testing the limits in/of penny-number fiction: Publisher Edwin
Dipple of Holywell Street, London

CAROLYN OULTON: Look at the Low Trash They are Always Reading: Going to
Extremes in Victorian Popular Fiction

AUDREY JAFFE: Melodrama as Mental Theatre

Panel 7 - Intertextuality and Adaptation (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: JEREMY NEWTON

EMMA BUTLER-WAY: Jane Eyre’s Extreme Offspring: Rhoda Broughton’s Not
Wisely, But Too Well (1865/67), Louisa May Alcott’s A Long Fatal Love
Chase ([1866[ 1995), and the Dangerous Depths and Passion and Fate

JULIA KUHN (online): Secrets of Success and Failure: The Sorrows of Satan,
Corelli’s Novel versus Berton and Woodgate’s Play

CRESCENT RAINWATER: The Low, the Middle and the High-Brow: Fashioning a
Modern Woman from Ouida to Swinburne in Netta Syrett’s Middlebrow
Novel The Victorians

15.30 - 16.00: Refreshment Break
15.30 - 16.00: Postgraduate meet-up (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)



16.00-17.30: Panels 8,9, and 10

Panel 8 - Sappho and Swinburne (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: ELLIE DOBSON

ANDREW KING: Brummagem Popularity: a composite Sappho

CASEY REEVES: Suffering Sapphos: Renee Vivien and Natalie Barney’s poetics
at the fin de siecle: Texts and their contexts

V J RENE: The couples as given: Queer eidetic possibility and critical inattention
in Swinburne

Panel 9 - Boyhood and Manhood (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: JO KNOWLES

JAMIE BOWMAN: The Comic Oxford: Illustration, Comedy, and Masculinity in
The Adventures of Mr. Verdant Green

YURIE OCHI: Fragile Homosocial Bonds: Bachelorhood, Canine Companions,
and Masculine Order in Wilkie Collins’s No Name

MARIA GRANIC (online): Daniel Deronda: Beyond Excruciating Pain and Self-
Pity

Panel 10 — Conventions and Innovations of the Literary Marketplace 2
(Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: CAROLYN OULTON

JONATHAN POTTER (online): ‘The Measure of Truth: Categorial Specificity and
Popular Sketch Writing

CECILIA FABARO (online): George Egerton’s Extreme Experiments with Allegory
in Fantasias (1898)

10



17.30 - 18.45: Samosas and bhajis reception with silent films and
piano accompaniment by Bianca Vancea

About the pianist:

Bianca Vancea is a Romanian pianist currently in her final year of undergraduate studies at
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, where she studies under the guidance of Professor John
Thwaites.

Earlier this year, Bianca performed solo recitals at Holy Trinity Church in Stratford-Upon-Avon
and St Paul's Church. She has been collaborating with singers and instrumentalists and she has
been awarded the Edward Brooks English Song Accompanist Prize, the Edward Brooks Lieder
Accompanist Prize, and the Gordon Clinton Prize for English Song Pianist.

Se has just released an album with soprano Maria Willsher, featuring a selection of twentieth-
century English songs on the theme of nature. In May 2025, she premiered a new piano and
orchestra piece composed by James Sharif with the Romantic Revival Orchestra at the CBSO
Centre.

With thanks to Retrospect Opera for sponsoring this event

“Qurvision is very simple. To Allow people to hear great British operas that they may only have
read about, by recording them, to the highest standards possible”

For more information, visits Retrospect Opera’s website at: www.retrospectopera.org.uk

RETROSPECT

OPERA

11


https://biancavancea.com/
http://www.retrospectopera.org.uk/

Tuesday 15" July

9.00 - 9.30: Registration, log-in, and coffee

9.15 - 9.30: Technical meeting for Chairs (John Peek Room)

9.30-11.00: Panels 11, 12, and 13

Panel 11 — Mental Illness in Braddon (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: HELEN MCKENZIE

CARINA KOH HUI LING (online): “The strongest brain might be unhinged by
such a sorrow”: Subverting Gender-Specific Expectations of Grief and
Mental Illness in M.E. Braddon’s The Fatal Three (1888)

MARTA SHEVCHENKO (online): Vanishing Women: Anorexic Metaphors and
Psychological Extremes in Lady Audley’s Secret

ANNA-MARIA GRILL (online): The Mad-Doctress and her Patients: Negotiating
Female Medical Agency in Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s Lady Audley’s
Secret

Panel 12 - Class and Poverty and Economics 2 (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: ANDREW KING

ASHER GIBBENS: Late Nineteenth-Century Recession and British Literary
Naturalism: Economic Extremes and Psychological Precarity in Gissing’s
The Whirlpool

TAMIRIS HALLEZ: “If Blid’orth law means short law | see no great diff’rence
atween it and Ned Ludd’s Law”: Literary and Historical Perspectives on
East Midlands Luddism in James Prior’s Forest Folk (1901) and Kevin
Binfield’s Writings of the Luddites (2004)

IRYNA MOROZOVA and VALERIIA NIKOLAIENKO (online): Verticality and
Horizontality in Wuthering Heights: Metaphors for Social Hierarchies and
Polite Stance

12



Panel 13 — Aesthetes and Decadents (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: CRESCENT RAINWATER

CHRISTINA HAFNER (online): Living Portrait and Human Statue: The Dilemma
between Art and Life in Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray and
Thomas Hardy’s The Well-Beloved

LUCY ELLA ROSE: The Height of the New Movement: Radical Decadence in
Netta Syrett’s Novels

EMILIE LAURENT: ‘A note, high, vibrating, and sweet’: gender, desire and
monstrous nonconformity in Vernon Lee’s “A Wicked Voice”

11.00 - 11.30: Refreshment Break

11.30 - 12.40: Keynote 2 (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: HELENA IFILL

RICHARD FALLON, Natural History Museum/University of Birmingham: Before De-
Extinction: Encountering Prehistoric Animals in Victorian Popular Fiction

12.40 - 15.30: Lunch and Excursions
15.00 - 15.30: Coffee

15.30-17.30: Panels 14, 15, and 16

Panel 14 — The Brontes and Relationships (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: EMMA BUTLER-WAY

KIERA CLARK (online): Thornfield Hall was a dreary ruin: the extreme
consequences of Female Oppression in Jane Eyre

RIDA LEONARD (online): Agency in Service and Submission: An Analysis of Jane
Eyre

KAILEY PIRE (online): Finding Agency through Trauma in Bronte’s Villette

13



Panel 15 - Ecological Extremes (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: CLAUDIA CAPANCIONI

ANNA STARK: Apocalyptic Weather, Apocalyptic Society: Environmental and
Societal Extremes in Late-Victorian Disaster Fiction

SARAH LENNOX (online): ‘A Sort of Vegetable Hydra’: Botany, Evolution, and
Monstrous Plants in Nineteenth-Century Popular Fiction

JUSTYNA JAJSZCZOK: Extremes in Fergus Hume’s The Year of the Miracle (1891)

CHARLIE TOOGOOD (online): Utopia on the Edge: Unearthing Hybridity in After
London; or, Wild England (1880)

Panel 16 — Gender and Empire (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: ALISON DINGLE

SYDNEY WILDMAN (online): Colonial Chasms: Subterranean Depths and
Imperial Anxieties in Rider Haggard’s She: A History of Adventure (1887)

SOPHIE GWILT: Falling Down Under: Clumsy Boys and Indigeneity in Henry
Kingsley’s The Hillyars and the Burtons: A Story of Two Families (1863)

CHIMI WOO (online): Religion and Otherness in the Victorian Novel

18.30: Conference Dinner at Dil Se Indian Restaurant, The Mailbox
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Wednesday 16" July

9.00 - 9.30: Registration, log-in, and coffee

9.15 - 9.30: Technical meeting for Chairs (John Peek Room)

9.30-11.00: Panels 17, 18, and 19

Panel 17 — Adventures Abroad (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: JEREMY NEWTON

ALISON DINGLE: “It is no longer difficult to reach Jerusalem; the real difficulty is
the one experienced by the Crusaders, to know what to do when you
have arrived there”: Literary landscapes in the early Victorian Holy Land

CLAUDIA CAPANCIONI: “More tempting to me even that the sea were the
snowy mountains that bounded the opposite horizon”: Margaret Collier
Galletti di Cadilhac’s new geographies of encounters on the Sibylline
range

HELENA ESSER: From Baden with Love: Ouida’s Spy Fiction

Panel 18 - Gothic Hauntings and True Crime (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: FIONA SNAILHAM

BART MULDERLU: Vestal Vessels: Sacrificial Women and the Extremes of the
Gothic in Arthur Machen’s Fiction

BETTY HAGGLUND: Second Sight and Ocular Hauntings in The Adventures of
Shiela Crerar, Psychic Detective

GREGORY BRENNEN: Serial Depths: Contemporary True Crime Podcasts’ Deep
Roots in Victorian Popular Fiction
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Panel 19 — Science and the Imagination 2 (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: BETH PALMER

ALPHIA KARASEVA: Machines Ascendant, Humanity Submerged: Victorian
Dystopian Visions of Artificial Intelligence

BRIDGET MORGAN: The Rejuvenated Spinster: An Alternative Narrative of
Ageing in Marie Corelli’s The Young Diana: An Experiment of the Future
(1918)

EVA CHEN: The Lady Doctor and the Witch: Women Medical Missionaries in
Peace with Honour and The Naulahka

11.00 - 11.30: Refreshment Break

11.30 - 12.40: Keynote 3 (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: ANDREW KING

CORINNE FOWLER, University of Leicester: The Impact of Empire on the Countryside,
1837-1901

12.40-14.10: Lunch

13.15-14.00: VPFA Third Sex Reading Group ‘The Cannibal Women
of Ratnabar Island’ - no readings in advance, just come along! (John
Peek Room)

14.10 -15.40: Panels 20, 21, and 22

Panel 20 — Science and the Imagination 3 (Charles Dickens Room)
CHAIR: ELLIE DOBSON

ADAM BALDWIN: Unattainable Paradise: Two late-Victorian views of Venus

MARIJKE VALK: From Alchemical Fire to Atomic Glow: The Transmutation of
Radium in Fin-de-Siecle Fiction

HAYLEY SMITH (online): ‘[Flrom time to time’: Time travel in Thomas Anstey
Guthrie’s Tourmalin’s Time Cheques (1891)
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Panel 21 - Fairy Tales and Magical Creatures (John Peek Room)
CHAIR: NATASHA BOOTH-JOHNSON

SILVIA STORTI: ‘Proof of Thought and Depth of Feeling’: Gender, Power and
Empire in Anne Thackeray’s Fairy Tales

RILEY M. HOLLARS (online): Coping and Conceptualising: Fae in Vilette

CECILIA ROSE: A Fishy Tail: Edward Burne-Jones’s The Depths of the Sea (1886)

Panel 22 - Women’s Minds and Bodies (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room)
CHAIR: ANDREW KING

LORRAINE DUBUISSON (online): “Maternity is First a Malady, and Then an
Ennui”: Motherhood in Ouida’s Novels

EMELYNE GODFREY (online): Hanging by a Thread: Narrative Tension and
Alpinism in Catherine Wells’s Everymother

BETH PALMER: The depths of domestic abuse explored in Florence Marryat’s
pro-divorce fiction and drama

15.40 - 16.00: Refreshment Break

16.00 - 17.15: AGM and Prize-Giving (Sir Arthur Sullivan Room
Including: prize for best postgraduate paper, and VPFA2024 Second Book Prize

17.30 - 19.00: Magic Lantern Show by Jeremy and Carolyn Brooker
with SGNCS and BMI Members (Charles Dickens Room)

We will be joined for this by delegates about to attend the Society for
Nineteenth-Century Global Studies conference, and BMI members)

19.00: Close
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