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Conference Schedule: Overview 
 

Monday 15th July 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Registration and Login 
09:00 – 09:15 Welcome 
09:15 – 10:45 Panels 1, 2, 3, 4 
10:45 – 11:15 Refreshment Break 
11:15 – 12:45 Panels 5, 6, 7, 8 
12:45 – 13:45 Lunch (provided) 
13:45 – 14:45 Keynote 1  
14:45 – 15:00 Refreshment Break 
15:00 – 16:45 Panels 9, 10, 11, 12 
17:30 – 18:00 Drinks Reception (Curzon Westgate) 
18:00 – 20:30 Film Screening (Curzon Westgate) 
 
Tuesday 16th July 
 
09:00 – 09:15 Registration and Login  
09:15 – 10:45 Panels 1, 2, 3, 4 
10:45 – 11:15 Refreshment Break 
11:15 – 12:45 Panels 5, 6, 7, 8 
12:45 – 13:45 Lunch (provided) 
13:45 – 14:45 Keynote 2 
14:45 – 15:00 Refreshment Break 
15:00 – 16:00 Diversities Workshop / Reading Group 1 
16:00 – 17:30 Panels 9, 10, 11, 12 
18:30 – 19:30 Victorian Circus Skills Workshop (Cathedral Lodge) 
19:30        Conference Dinner (Cathedral Lodge) 
 
Wednesday 17th July  
 
09:15 – 09:30 Registration and Login 
09:30 – 11:00 Panels 1, 2, 3, 4 
11:00 – 11:30 Refreshment Break 
11:30 – 12:30 Keynote 3 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch (provided) 
13:30 – 14:30 Reading Group 2 & Panels 5, 6, 7 
14:30 – 15:00 Refreshment Break  
15:00 – 16:00 AGM, Prize-Giving and Close 
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Full Programme for VPFA 2024 
DAY ONE: Monday 15th July (all times in BST) 

08:30 - 09:00 Registration and login (Powell Foyer) 

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome from VPFA Conference Team (PG09) 
  

Dr Stefania Ciocia, Head of School of Humanities & Educational Studies, Canterbury Christ 
Church University 

09:15 – 10:45 Panels 1, 2, 3 & 4 

 Panel 1: Ghost Writing, Periodicals & Women’s Fiction (PG09) 
  
Chair: Helen McKenzie 
 
Rebecca Nesvet (University of Wisconsin, Green Bay) (Online) 
‘A Woman's Place at Lloyd's: Hannah Maria Jones, Literary Needlewoman’ 
 
Molly Youngkin (Loyola Marymount University) 
‘Creating a Space for Laughter: Comedy and Humor in Mainstream and Spiritualist 
Periodicals’ 
 
Janine Hatter and Craig Johnson (VPFA) 
‘Illuminating the Hidden Spaces of Victorian Ghost-Writing Practices: A Case Study of 
M. E. Braddon’s Bound to John Company (1868) as serialized in Belgravia: A London 
Magazine’ 
 
Panel 2: Queer Transgressions (PG06) 
  
Chair: Betty Hagglund 
 
Tyler Clark (University of Massachusetts) 
‘“(K)nown (A)s (M)ale (P)rostitute”: The Campgrounds of London’s Mary-Anns and Rent-
Boys’ 
 
Natasha-Booth Johnson (University of Birmingham) 
‘A Lesbian Adventure in Corsica: Amy Dillwyn’s Jill (1884)’ 
 
Panel 3: Colonial Spaces in Victorian Literature and Culture (PF06) 
  
Chair: Duncan McCargo 
 
Annachiara Cozzi (University of Pavia) 
‘Inside the Walls of the Big House: the Anglo-Irish country seat in Somerville & Ross’s 
novels 
 
Thinkal Hansan (University of Delhi) (Online) 
‘‘Oriental’ Space and Revolution: A Reading of Ernest Jones’ The New World or The 
Revolt of Hindostan (1858)’ 
 
James Aaron Green (University of Vienna) 
‘Bimini Revisited: The Place of Victorian Rejuvenescence’ 
 
Panel 4: Representations of Poverty in the Victorian City (LG16) 
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Chair: Michelle D. Ravenscroft 
 
Carolin Sternberg (University of Vechta) 
‘Green Spaces and Gloomy Slums: Nature and the City in Margaret Harkness’s Slum 
Novels’ 
 
Thomas Kullmann (University of Osnabrueck) 
‘Picturesque Poverty: London Byways in Stories by Hesba Stretton and L.T. Meade’ 
 
Sophie-Constanze Bantle (University of Freiburg) 
‘London’s East End in the Victorian and Neo-Victorian Imagination’ 
 

10:45 – 11:15 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

11:15 – 12:45 Panels 5, 6, 7 & 8 

 Panel 5: Women’s Places and Spaces (PG09) 
  
Chair: Helen McKenzie 
 
Janette Leaf (Birkbeck, University of London) 
‘A Woman’s Place Behind the Counter: Fin-de-siècle Shop Girls in Emile Zola’s The 
Ladies Paradise, George Gissing’s The Odd Women and Richard Marsh’s The Joss: A 
Reversion.” 
 
Ashley Balcazar (University of North Texas) (Online) 
‘Femininitea: Fetishization at the Victorian Tea Table in Lady Audley's Secret and 
Experiment Perilous’ 
 
Kailey Pire (Rutgers University-Camden) 
‘Mental Illness, Spirituality, and Home: Using the lens of Geocriticism to understand 
space and place in Emily Dickinson’s “One need not be a chamber– to be haunted” and 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s The Yellow Wallpaper’ 
 
Panel 6: Fictions & Forms in Victorian Ghost Stories (PG06) 
  
Chair: Jeremy Newton 
 
Emilie Laurent (Université Clermont Auvergne) (Online) 
‘“He was growing perfectly unstrung, like a hysterical woman”: patriarchal malaise 
towards female spaces in Vernon Lee’s “Oke of Okehurst”’ 
 
Charlotte Boyce (University of Portsmouth) 
‘Haunted Landscapes: Navigating the Arctic in Jules Verne’s The Voyages and 
Adventures of Captain Hatteras’ 
 
Martina Jauch (University of Applied Sciences – Environmental Campus Birkenfeld in Trier) 
(Online) 
‘Disabled Becomings and Gothic Spaces in Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and 
Elizabeth Gaskell’s Christmas Tales’ 
 
Panel 7: Mental and Physical Health in Victorian Fiction (PF06) 
  
Chair: Laura Gill 
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Maria Granic (Benedictine University) 
‘The Sick Migrant Other, Healthy and Sick British Subjects: Constructions and 
Assignments of Spaces and Places in Bram Stoker’s Dracula’ 
 
Ellie Clayton-Harding (University of Liverpool) (Online) 
‘The Sins of the Previous Tenant: Renting, Paranoia and Patriarchy in Charlotte Riddell’s 
‘Nut Bush Farm’ 
 
Louise Benson-James (Ghent University) 
‘Medical Science, Medical Crime, and Ouida’s ‘Toxin’ (1895)’ 
 
Panel 8: Setting as Catalyst in Victorian Literature (LG16) 
  
Chair: Sinead Fitzgerald 
 
Justyna Jajszczok (University of Silesia) 
‘Contagious Spaces in M.P. Shiel’s The Yellow Danger’ 
 
Shannon Scott (University of St. Thomas) (Online) 
‘Place as Communication in Neo-Victorian Dark Fiction’ 
 
Duncan McCargo (Nanyang Technological University) 
‘‘‘The Great Object’: Edmund Gosse and the Pursuit of Celebrity in 1870s Copenhagen’ 
 

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch (provided) (Daphne Oram) 

13:45 – 14:45 Keynote 1 (PG09) 
  
Chair: Susan Civale (ICVWW/CCCU) 

Keynote Title: ‘London's "shadowland": Clerkenwell in Victorian Popular Culture’ 

Minna Vuohelainen (City, University of London) 

14:45 – 15:00 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

15:00 – 16:45 Panels 9, 10, 11 & 12 

 Panel 9: Places and Spaces in Detective Fiction (PG09) 
  
Chair: Justyna Jajszczok 
 
Debora A. Sarnelli (University of Salerno) (Online) 
‘Spatial riddles and labyrinthine spaces in Wilkie Collins’s The Dead Secret’ 
 
Christopher Pittard (University of Portsmouth) 
‘Paget, Steele, and the Transatlantic Illustration of Space and Place in the Sherlock 
Holmes Stories’ 
 
H Fogarty (SUNY Buffalo) (Online) 
‘Forensic Cartographies: Mapping Character in Detective Fiction’ 
 
Sarah Bliss (Florida State University) (Online) 
‘Commas, Trophies, and Imperialism: Editing and Empire in Fergus Humes' Hagar and 
the Pawnshop’ 
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Panel 10: Self-Improvement and Society (PG06) 
  
Chair: Joanne Knowles 
 
Maria Juko (Independent Scholar) 
‘Room for (Self-)Improvement: Self-Help in Mary Brunton’s Self-Control (1811) and 
Millicent Garrett Fawcett’s Janet Doncaster (1875)’ 
 
Michelle D. Ravenscroft (Manchester Metropolitan University) 
‘Reading Middle-Class Manchester: Libraries and the Manchester Man’ 
 
Michelle Crowther (Canterbury Christ Church University) 
‘Neighbourhood, Kindred and Friendship: The Private Publics of the Persistent 
Scribblers’ Society’ 
 
Panel 11: Negotiating Gendered Spaces (PF06) 
  
Chair: Susan Civale  
 
Anna Ferràndez López (Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona) (Online) 
‘Window Women: A Study of Windows as a Mental Space in Shirley (1849) and Wives 
and Daughters (1864)’ 
 
Emma Butler-Way (Aberystwyth University) 
‘Enola Holmes and the Case of the “Confounded Corset”: Negotiating a Place through 
Sartorial Manipulation’ 
 
Bethany Dahlstrom (Lancaster University)  
‘A Woman’s Place: Caging the Victorian Woman in George Eliot’s “Mr Gilfil’s Love-
Story”’ 
 
Angharad Eyre (Senate House Library, University of London) 
‘Finding her Place: The Girl Graduate in the Popular Press’ 
 
Panel 12: Victorian Dreams and Psychologies (LG16) 
  
Chair: Louise Benson James 
 
Rebecca Hamilton (University of Aberdeen) 
‘Walter Hartright’s Creation of a Narrative Asylum in The Woman in White’ 
 
Cecilia Fabaro (Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz) 
‘Anna Kingsford’s Dream Narratives’ 
 
Tai-Chun Ho (National Chung Hsing University) 
‘The Soldier’s Return: The Crimean War Poems of Sydney Dobell, George Meredith and 
Augusta Webster’ 
 

17:30 – 18:00 Drinks Reception (Curzon Westgate) – No booking required 
Address: Westgate Hall Rd, Canterbury CT1 2BT 

18:00 – 20:30 Film Screening (Curzon Westgate) – Separate booking required 
Address: Westgate Hall Rd, Canterbury CT1 2BT 

The Happy Prince, introduced by Dr Helena Esser 
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DAY TWO: Tuesday 16th July (all times in BST) 

09:00 – 09:15 Registration and Login (Powell Foyer) 

09:15 – 10:45 Panels 1, 2, 3 & 4 

 Panel 1: New Directions in New Woman Fiction (PG09) 
  
Chair: Molly Youngkin 
 
Lucy Ella Rose (University of Surrey) (Online) 
‘The Decadent Party in Netta Syrett’s New Woman Fiction: Woman’s Place in a Man’s 
Space’ 
 
Ruth Quante (University of Heidelberg) (Online) 
‘Marriage, Family Relations, and the Pursuit of a Fulfilling Professional Life in New 
Woman Fiction’ 
 
Jacqueline Kolditz (University of Vechta) 
‘Exploring London: Gender, Photography and Walking in Amy Levy’s The Romance of 
a Shop’ 
 
Panel 2: Regional and Continental Politics in Victorian Europe (PG06) 
  
Chair: Sinead Fitzgerald 
 
Helena Esser (VPFA) 
‘Ouida’s Game of Thrones: Place and Politics in Helianthus (1908)’ 
 
Cristina Santaemilia (Universitat de València) (Online) 
‘“This looting of our past”: Neo-Victorian exoticization and reparation politics in Nick 
Rennison’s Carver’s Quest (2013)’ 
  
Tamiris Hallez (Sorbonne Nouvelle - Paris 3) 
‘A Geographical and Linguistic Lens on James Prior’s Forest Folk (1901)’ 
 
Panel 3: Escape, Confinement and Desire in Victorian Fiction (PF06) 
  
Chair: Maria Granic 
 
Susan Civale (ICVWW/CCCU) 
‘Escaping Confinement in Mary Shelley’s Short Stories’ 
 
Alexandra Cheira (University of Lisbon) (Online) 
‘“Fictive truth”: Séances as Historical Mo(nu)ments in Possession’ 
 
K. Brenna Wardell (University of North Alabama) 
“The Line Is Not Immaterial: Trains, Speed, and Desiring Machines in Oscar Wilde’s 
The Importance of Being Earnest” 
 
Panel 4: Place and Space in Victorian Periodicals (LG16) 
  
Chair: Michelle D. Ravenscroft 
 
Lauren Ottaviani (KU Leuven) 
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‘From Bloomsbury to Dublin and Cornwall to Clare: Irishising Popular Fiction in the 
Lady of the House’ 
 
Jonathan Potter (Birmingham City University) 
‘Mary Russell Mitford and the Aesthetics of Geography’ 
 
James Hunter Plummer (Loyola University Maryland) (Online) 
‘Making the Newspaper Office a Home in 1895: Domestic Descriptions and Subversive 
Gender Play in George Paston and Ella Hepworth Dixon’  
 

10:45 – 11:15 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

11:15 – 12:45 Panels 5, 6, 7 & 8 

 Panel 5: Travel, Nationhood and Empire in the Victorian Period (PG09) 
  
Chair: Éadaoin Agnew 
 
Alexis Wolf (ICVWW/CCCU) 
‘Women Travel Writers and the Transnational Imagination: Fact and Fiction in Memoirs 
of Princess Daschkaw (1840)’ 
 
Manon Hakem-Lemaire (City University of New York) 
‘“Unscrupulous” Travel: Subjects Out of Place in Victorian Travel Writing and Imperial 
Gothic Fiction’ 
 
Paolo D’Indinosante (Sapienza University of Rome) 
‘Popular Imperialism in Victorian Women’s Poetry: Nation and Empire in Eliza Cook’s 
“The Englishman”’ 
 
Panel 6: Weird, Speculative and Science Fictions (PG06) 
  
Chair: Jeremy Newton 
 
Chetna Jena (University of Greenwich) 
‘Redefining Manliness: Wells’s Speculative Plant Tales in Periodicals’ 
 
Mengxing Fu (Shanghai International Studies University) 
‘Haunting Modernity: New Aspects in the Haunted House Tales by Grant Allen, Oscar 
Wilde and E. Nesbit 
 
Panel 7: Queer Erotics in Victorian Culture (PF06) 
  
Chair: Rebecca Nesvet 
 
Cecilia Rose (University of Exeter) 
‘A Fishy Tail: Edward Burne-Jones and the Mermaids of Rottingdean’ 
 
Anna Shane (University of Exeter) 
‘‘The very place where Raffles and I had been caught’: the erotics of place in E. W. 
Hornung’s Raffles stories’ 
 
Sercan Öztekin (Kocaeli University, Turkey) 
‘Transnational Places, Orientalism and Masculinity in Mary Elizabeth Braddon and 
Ouida’s Fiction’ 
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Panel 8: Ecocriticism and the Environment in Victorian Literature (LG16) 
  
Chair: Rebecca Hamilton 
 
Lorraine Dubuisson (Middle Georgia State University) (Online) 
‘“Her Lips Kept Their Silence to the Last”:  Silence in Ouida’s Folle-Farine’ 
 
Laura Fox Gill (University of Lincoln)  
Infants and Inundations in Children’s Literature, 1860-1920 
 
Chen Han Bing (University of Edinburgh) 
‘Progress of Victorian Woman’s Social Role: The Ecofeminism in Elizabeth Gaskell’s 
North and South’ 
 

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch (provided) (Daphne Oram) 

13:45 – 14:45 Keynote 2 (PG09) 
  
Chair: Carolyn Oulton (ICVWW/CCCU) 

Keynote Title: ‘They Differ as do Teashops’: Victorian England’s Convict Prisons’ 

Ben Bethell (Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts London) 

14:45 – 15:00 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

15:00 – 16:00 Diversities Workshop + Reading Group 1 

Diversities Workshop (PG06) 
  
Host: Éadaoin Agnew 
Victorian Diversities Research Network: Finding a Place for Historical Writers of Colour 
 
Reading Group: (PF06) 
  
Hosts: Graziella Stringos & Betty Hagglund (Short Story Reading Group) 
 
The Ghost Stories of E. Nesbit  
'John Charrington's Wedding', 'The Ebony Frame', 'The Mass for the Dead' and 'Hurst of 
Hurstcote' 

16:00 – 17:30 Panels 9, 10, 11 & 12 

 Panel 9: Creating a Place for Herself (Fully Online) (PG09) 
  
Chair: Maria Juko (online) 
 
Kathryn Morrison (Texas Tech University) 
‘Claiming Meaningful Roles: Marie Corelli's Ziska and the Feminist Fantastic’ 
 
Katie Magaña (Texas Tech University) 
‘“Apparently written in fire”: Word Choice and the Place of Women’s Desire 
in Victorian Popular Fiction’ 
 
Lisa Abney (Northwestern State University) 
‘Diminished female voices: the Lady and the Madam in Meredith’s “Modern Love”’ 
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Panel 10: Victorian Nationhood (PG06) 
  
Chair: Claudia Capancioni 
 
Abigail Ted (Bishop Grosseteste University) (Online) 
‘Black Victorians: When You’re Not at Home in Your Own Home. Britain’s character in 
Hard Truth (1894) by ‘Theodore Thomas’ (Celestine Edwards)’ 
 
Sydney Wildman (Queen’s University Canada) (Online) 
‘Schreiner’s Speaking Stones: Colonial Space as Character in The Story of an African 
Farm (1883)’ 
 
Deirdre Osborne (Goldsmiths) 
‘‘I wanted to represent the women of the land that had struggled and the hardships 
that come with that’ (Leah Purcell, 2023): Legacies of Victorian popular literature vs. 
60,000+ years of continuous culture.’ 
 
Panel 11: Imperial Travels and Temporalities (PF06) 
  
Chair: Manon Hakem-Lemaire 
 
Adam Baldwin (Open University) 
‘The Imperialist Space Tourist in George Griffith’s A Honeymoon in Space’ 
 
Lydia Montgomery (Durham University) 
‘Lost in Time: The Imperialist Pursuit of Temporal Power within the Fantasy Worlds of 
Fin de Siècle Adventure Fiction  
 
Madeline B. Gangnes (University of Scranton) (Online) 
‘Corrupted Spaces and Places in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness as Illustrated by Matt 
Kish’ 
 
Panel 12: Carceral Spaces Imagined in Victorian Popular and Penny Fiction (LG16) 
  
Chair: Joanne Knowles 
 
Sara Hackenberg (San Francisco State University) (Online) 
“Dark Vaults and Cabinets of Melodrama: Permeable Carceral Spaces in the Urban 
Mysteries” 
 
Dagni Bredesen (Eastern Illinois University) 
“No Exit?: Beyond Gothic Confinement in a Victorian Penny Dreadful” 
 
Marlene Tromp (Boise State University) (Online) 
“Fiscal Carcerality: Work, Inheritance, and Identity in Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s Birds 
of Prey” 
 

18:30 – 19:30 Victorian Circus Skills Workshop (Cathedral Lodge) 
Address: Cathedral, The Precincts, Canterbury CT1 2EH 

19:30  Conference Dinner (Cathedral Lodge) 
Address: Cathedral, The Precincts, Canterbury CT1 2EH 
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DAY THREE: Wednesday 17th July (all times in BST) 
 

09:15 – 09:30 Registration and login (Powell Foyer) 

09:30 – 11:00 Panels 1, 2, 3 & 4 

 Panel 1: Domestic Spaces and Places (PG09) 
  
Chair: Maria Granic 
 
Stefani Brusberg-Kiermeier (Hildesheim University) (Online) 
‘The Victorian home as “the seventh heaven of terrestrial harmony”: ‘The ideology of 
cheerful domesticity’ and ‘unfitness management’ 
 
Max Kaisler (UC Berkeley) 
‘The barometer on the wall: conjugal weather and the realist picture’ 
 
Helen McKenzie (Open University) 
‘“Homes and Rooms in which Miss Braddon is Mrs Maxwell’’’ 
 
Panel 2: Colonial & Imperial Legacies in Victorian Fiction (PG06) 
  
Chair: Dagni A Bredesen 
 
Maitrayee Roychoudhury (University of Delhi) (Online) 
‘The Moving Gaze and its Captured Subjects: The Victorian Female Detective in the 
Colonies 
 
Silvia Granata (University of Pavia) 
‘“If a Place be Fortunate”: Feng Shui in the Victorian Imagination’ 
 
Panel 3: Gothic Geographies (PF06) 
  
Chair: Laura Gill 
 
Iulia Molnar (University College Dublin) 
‘Imagining Transylvania: A Digital Mapping-Informed Reading of Bram Stoker’s Dracula’ 
 
Helena Ifill (University of Aberdeen) (Online) 
‘Getting out of the City: Charlotte Riddell’s Gothic landscapes’ 
 
Aurora Murga (European University of Madrid) 
‘The Black Sea and the Cruel Land: An Ecocritical Analysis of the representation of 
Natural and Civilised spaces in “The Fisherman and His Soul” by Oscar Wilde’ 
 
Panel 4: Victorian Tourism (LG16) 
  
Chair: Michelle D. Ravenscroft 
 
Claudia Capancioni (Bishop Grosseteste University) 
‘Margaret Collier’s Spaces of Transnational Encounters by the Adriatic Coast’ 
 
Betty Hagglund (VPFA) 
‘Mrs Peterkin Faints on the Great Pyramid -- Egypt in 19th Century Children's 
Travelogues’ 
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Joanna Knowles (Liverpool John Moores University) 
‘Entering into the spirit of the age’: seaside spaces, modernisation and public/private 
investments in British resorts’ 
 

11:00 – 11:30 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

11:30 – 12:30 Keynote 3 (PG09) 
  
Chair: Betty Hagglund 

Keynote Title: ‘Coastlines: The Isle of Wight as Victorian Fact and Fiction’ 
Nicola Watson (Open University) 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch (provided) (Daphne Oram) 

13:30 – 14:30 Reading Group 2 & Panels 5, 6 & 7 

 Reading Group 2 (LG16) 
  
 
Hosts: Helena Esser and Rebecca Hamilton 
Third Sex Reading Group: “Queer Places: The Cleveland Street Scandal” 
 
Panel 5: Victorian Psychologies (PG06) 
  
Chair: Vicki Callanan 
 
Mireille Vila (University of Malta) 
‘“The Green-eyed Monster”: Morbid Jealousy, Obsession and other Disorders in 
Anthony Trollope’s He Knew He Was Right’ 
 
Graziella Stringos (University of Malta) 
‘“Its Look of Desolation was Extreme”: Mental and Physical Landscapes in Anthony 
Trollope’s He Knew He Was Right (1869)’ 
 
Panel 6: Individuals and Communities in Victorian Fiction (PF06) 
  
Chair: Rebecca Nesvet 
 
Carolyn Oulton (ICVWW/CCCU) 
‘“A man may not marry his grandmother”: Face and Place in Lady Adelaide’s Oath’ 
 
Stephen Edwards (University of Southampton) 
‘Marie Corelli’s Imagined Places and Ideal Space’ 
Panel 7: Victorian Travel Writing (PG09) 
  
Chair: Alexis Wolf 
 
Julia Kuehn (University of Groningen) 
‘‘‘The Spirit of Place” in Nineteenth-Century Travel Writing’ 
 
Wendy Parkins (University of Otago) 
‘At home in Rome? The place of the domestic in Frances Elliot’s Diary of an Idle Woman 
in Italy (1871)’ 

14:30– 15:00 Refreshment Break (Powell Foyer) 

15:00 – 16:00 AGM, Prize Giving and Close (PG09) 


