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VPFA website: http://victorianpopularfiction.org/vpfa-annual-conference/. 

 
Twitter 
 
@VPFA1 
#VPFA HiddenHistories 
 
 
 
 
Photographs and Videos 
During the conference, the Conference Organising Team will take photographs and film short video 
clips for use in social media (and possibly website and print media). If you do not want to appear in 
photographs and video clips, please email us at vpfaconference@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are grateful to Steve Percival© for giving us his permission to use his photography 
(https://stevepercivalphotography.co.uk/) and to Elouise Youngs for designing the cover. 
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Conference Schedule: Overview  

 
The conference takes place (panels, lectures, drinks, lunches, and conference dinner) in 

Constance Stewart Hall (CSH), on campus at Bishop Grosseteste University. 
 

  

Wednesday 12th July  

08:30 – 09:15 Registration and Login  

09:15 – 09:30 Welcome in Teaching Rooms 2 & 3   

09:40 – 11:10 Panels 1, 2 & 3  

11:10 – 11:30 Refreshment Break  

11:30 – 13:00 Panels 4, 5 & 6   

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch (provided, in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall)  

14:00 – 15:30 Keynote 1   

15:30 – 15:45 Refreshment Break  

15:45 – 17:15 Panels 7, 8 & 9   

17:20 – 18:20 PGR Professionalisation Workshop  

18:20 – 19:00 Drinks Reception in Constance Stewart Hall (offered by BGU English)  

  

Thursday 13th July  

09:00 – 09:15 Registration and Login   

09:15 – 10:45 Panels 10, 11 & 12   

10:45 – 11:00 Refreshment Break  

11:00 – 12:30 Panels 13, 14 & 15   

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch (provided, in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall)  

13:30 – 15:00 Keynote 2   

15:00 – 15:10 Refreshment Break  

15:10 – 17:10 Panels 16, 17 & 18  

17:15 – 18:15 Panels 19, 20 & 21  

19:00                 Conference Dinner (in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall)  

  

Friday 14th July   

09:15 – 09:30 Registration and Login 

09:30 – 11:00 Panels 22, 23 & 24   

11:00 – 11:30 Refreshment Break  

11:30 – 13:00 Keynote 3 (Sponsored by Bishop Grosseteste University and University of Lincoln)  

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch (provided in Teaching Room 1) 

14:00 – 15:00 Reading Groups 

15:00 – 16:30 Panels 25, 26 & 27  

16:30 – 17:30 AGM, Prize-Giving and Closing Remarks in Teaching Rooms 2 & 3 
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Victorian Popular Fiction Association 

15th Annual Conference 

Hidden Histories / Recovered Stories 

Bishop Grosseteste University, Lincoln, UK 

 

Welcome to the Victorian Popular Fiction Association 15th Annual Conference “Hidden Histories / 

Recovered Stories”. It is our great pleasure to have you with us at Bishop Grosseteste University in 

Lincoln. The conference celebrates the ways in which Victorian popular culture, fictions and artistic 

productions addressed topics and subjects, and experimented with stories and genres, that went 

unacknowledged, were repressed or censored by the mainstream, focusing, on the one hand, on the 

hidden, lost, forgotten and, on the other hand, on the recovered, reclaimed, remembered.  

Our aim is to re-centre the popular, from gruesome murder stories to sensational tales of sexual 

violence and adultery, discussions of pseudo-sciences like spiritualism, to addressing miscegenation, 

and Victorian historical fiction that reimagines the lives of marginalised figures. We also want to 

highlight the ways in which current scholarship is rediscovering hidden aspects, characters, and 

narratives of the Victorian period. Some contributions also explore the relevance of forbidden or 

unspeakable themes in neo-Victorianism. Silenced by Victorian mainstream culture but obliquely 

voiced in such popular genres as the sensation novel, the penny dreadful and the bodice-ripper, these 

themes have taken centre stage in today’s fictionalisation of a past that tends to be reimagined in all its 

deviant, arousing, and disquieting aspects.   

An array of stimulating papers is enriched by three inspiring keynote lectures held by Professor Patricia 

Pulham (University of Surrey, UK), Professor Nathalie Vanfasse (Aix-Marseille Université, France), and 

Dr Adrian S. Wisnicki (University of Nebraska-Lincoln, US). The conference will also be a great occasion 

to explore Lincoln, especially the Cathedral, the Castle with its Victorian Prison and Magna Carta, and 

the Museum of Lincolnshire Life. If you are staying a little longer, we recommend the Ghost Tour and 

walking around the city’s historical centre to admire its architecture and to have some leisure time at 

cafés.  

Welcome to BGU and thank you for joining us!   

Claudia, Mariaconcetta & Laura 
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Day One: Wednesday 12th July 2023 

 

08:30 - 09:15 In-Person Registration and Online Login 

 

09:15 – 09:30 Welcome from VPFA Conference Team (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

& Professor Scott Fleming, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Bishop Grosseteste University 

 

09:40 – 11:10 Panels 1, 2 & 3 

 

  Panel 1: Children’s Literature (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Betty Hagglund 

 Amy Webster (Bishop Grosseteste University, UK)  

‘Children’s Classics vs Books for the Bairns: Exploring Constructions of Class and Audience in Victorian 

Series of Children’s Literature’  

Claudia Capancioni (Bishop Grosseteste University, UK) 

‘Compelled by “unmistakable talent”: Margaret Galletti di Cadilhac’s Search for Transnational 

Narratives in the Fairy Tale’ 

Mariaconcetta Costantini (G. d’Annunzio University of Chieti-Pescara, Italy / Bishop Grosseteste University, UK) 

‘Rediscovering W. H. G. Kingston’s Arctic Narrative: Ethnical Encounters and Generic Experimentation’ 

  

 Panel 2: Sexual Desire and Abuse (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Amy Albudri 

Rebecca Hamilton (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

‘Lifting the Veil of Silence: Revealing Marital Abuse and Sexual Desire Among the Middle-Classes in The 

Tenant of Wildfell Hall’ 

Jennifer Conary (DePaul University, US) 

‘Heroines of the Demi-monde: Recovering the Courtesan in Popular Novels of the 1860s’ 

Hollie Geary-Jones (University of Chester, UK) 

‘The Unspeakable: The Survival of the Nineteenth-Century Sex Worker in Fact and Fiction’ [presenting 

online – BST] 
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Panel 3: Sensation Fiction (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Anne-Marie Beller 

Emma Butler-Way (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

‘Rediscovering Aurora Floyd’s Penny Progeny: The London Reader’s “Mrs Larkall’s Boarding School” 

(1864), and the Silhouette of Sensation’  

Mara Mattoscio (University of Macerata, Italy) 

‘Of Gardens, Miasmas, and Gendered Exemplarity: The Long-Forgotten Case of Bessy Wells by Ellen 

Wood’  

Annemarie McAllister (University of Central Lancashire, UK) 

‘“The doctor has just been here and told me that I am dying”: The Sensation Novels of Mary Magdalen 

Forrester’ 

 

11:10 – 11:30 Refreshment Break  

 

11:30 – 13:00 Panels 4, 5 & 6 

 

  Panel 4: Gender and the City (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Rebecca Styler 

Carolin Sternberg (University of Vechta, Germany) 

‘The Wild Boys of London: Reprinted, Repressed, Reworked’ 

Arthur Charlesworth (City, University of London, UK) 

‘Confident and at Ease in his Milieu’: Recovering Renton Nicholson’s “Man about Town” Identity’ 

Francesca Crisante (University of Messina, Italy) 

‘Diversity as a Gendered Stigma in “Street Dust”: Ouida’s Dramatisation of Inarticulateness’ [presenting 

online – BST+1] 

  

 Panel 5: Archival Repossessions (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Amy Webster 

Silvana Colella (University of Macerata, Italy) 

‘Victorians on the Blockchain’  

 Andrew King (University of Greenwich, UK) 

‘Hidden in Plain Sight: Marie Corelli’s Zizka (1897)’ 

Hayley Smith (Canterbury Christ Church University, UK) 

‘Out of “the waters of oblivion”: Reassessing Thomas Anstey Guthrie’ [presenting online - BST] 
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 Panel 6: Neo-Victorians and Institutional Confinement [online panel] (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Angel Antonio de Oliviera Amata 

 Jana Valová (Masaryk University, Czech Republic) 

‘Devils and Monsters: Unveiling the Dark Side of Marriages in Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea (1966) and 

Sarah Perry’s The Essex Serpent (2016)’ [presenting online – BST+1] 

 Alexandra Cheira (CEAUL/ULICES, University of Lisbon, Portugal) 

‘(Neo-)Victorian Signs of the Times: Evolution and the Anxiety over Human Nature, or the Scientist and 

the Reverend in A. S. Byatt’s Morpho Eugenia’ [presenting online - BST] 

  

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break (provided, T. S. Eliot Room in Constance Stewart Hall) 

 

14:00 – 15:30 Keynote 1 (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Claudia Capancioni 

Keynote Title: ‘Ghosts seen and unseen: Spiritualism and Decadent Occultism in Violet Tweedale’s 

Fiction’ 

Patricia Pulham (University of Surrey, UK) 

 

15:30 – 15:45 Refreshment Break 

 

15:45 – 17:15 Panels 7, 8 & 9 

 

  Panel 7: Spiritualism and Religion (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Jack Cunningham 

Angharad Eyre (Queen Mary University London, UK) 

‘Revealing Religious “Enthusiasm”: Frances Trollope’s Scandalous Priests’ 

Jeremy Newton (Birkbeck, University of London, UK) 

'Henry Arthur Jones and the Challenge to Religious Censorship on the English Stage' 

Lorena Macmillan (Anglia Ruskin University, UK) 

‘Borderlands: The Spiritualist Representations of Resurrection in Victorian Literature’ [presenting 

online - BST] 

  

 Panel 8: Subversive Women, Radicalism and Politics [online panel] (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Andrew King 

Jessica Samuel (De Montfort University, UK) 
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‘The “girl-labour question”: Radical Politics and Technical Innovation in Margaret Harkness’s “Connie” 

(1893–1894)’ [presenting online - BST]  

 

Alex Round, (Birmingham City University, UK) 

‘Epistolary Sisterhoods and Communities in Bessie Parkes’s Summer Sketches (1854)’ [presenting online 

- BST] 

Madhukari Guha (Texas Christian University, US) 

‘Recovery as Revision: Reading the Forgotten Victorian Eliza Lynn Linton’ [presenting online – BST-6] 

  

 Panel 9: Neo-Victorian Transgressive Sexuality (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Claudia Sterbini  

Justyna Jajszczok (University of Silesia, Poland) 

‘Infectious Corruption in The Woman in White and Fingersmith’ 

Emma Catan (Northumbria University, UK) 

‘Victorian Representations of “Transgressive” Genders and Sexualities in Laura Lam’s Pantomime’ 

Erica C. Haugtvedt (South Dakota Mines, US) 

‘The Neo-Victorian Imagining of Gentleman Jack (2019-2022)’ [presenting online – BST-6] 

  

17:20 – 18:20 PGR Professionalisation Workshop (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

with Andrew King 

 

18:20 – 19:00 Drinks Reception in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall 
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Day Two: Thursday 13th July 2023 
 

09:00 – 09:15 In-Person Registration and Online Login 

 

09:15 – 10:45 Panels 10, 11 & 12 

 

  Panel 10: Murder, Scandal and Marriage [online panel] (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Amy Albudri 

Sophie Bantle (University of Freiburg, Germany) 

‘“How do you think they felt, those girls?”: Ripper Street as a Recuperative Neo-Victorian Detective 

Narrative’ [presenting online – BST+1] 

Gunjan Kumar Jha and Shreya Bhattacharji (Central University of Jharkhand, India) 

‘Unearthing the Scandalous: A Study of Edward Marston’s Murder on the Brighton Express’ [presenting 

online – BST+4.30] 

Philippa St George (Independent) 

‘Anxieties of Empire in India: Can This Marriage Work?’ [presenting online – BST] 

  

 Panel 11: The Victorian Stage (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Jeremy Newton 

Helen McKenzie (Open University, UK)  

‘Backstage at the Theatre: Braddon’s Secret Space’ 

Rachel O’Nunain (University of Oxford, UK) 

 ‘“A dirty act done publicly”: Re-evaluating the Independent Theatre Society’s Relationship to the 1890s 

Theatrical Mainstream’ [presenting online – BST] 

  

 Panel 12: Questioning Sympathy and Spectacle (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Laura Gill 

Anne-Marie Beller (Loughborough University, UK) 

‘“Hidden from the cruel gaze of the world”: Lunacy Law and the Asylum in M. E. Braddon’s Sensation 

Fiction’  

Elizabeth Ludlow (Anglia Ruskin University, UK) 

‘Storytelling and Fundraising: Dora Greenwell and the Royal Albert Asylum’ 

Joseph Holloway (University of Exeter, UK) 
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‘“Overlooked” Curiosities: Staring and Neglect in Nineteenth-Century “Freak Show” Discourses’ 

[presenting online – BST] 

 

10:45 – 11:00 Refreshment Break 

 

11:00 – 12:30 Panels 13, 14 & 15 

 

  Panel 13: Wilkie Collins: Science and Sexuality (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Helen McKenzie 

Lucia Fiorella (University of Udine, Italy) 

‘Wilkie Collins’s Heart and Science, or the Unspeakable Horror of Vivisection’ 

Hannah Palmer (Loughborough University, UK)  

‘Shapeless Specimens: The Hidden History of Abortion in Wilkie Collins’s Armadale’ 

Debora A. Sarnelli (University of Salerno, Italy) 

‘Basil or the Horrors of Illicit Sexuality’ [presenting online – BST + 1] 

 

 Panel 14: Historical Fiction and Violence (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Mariaconcetta Costantini 

Betty Hagglund (Centre for Research in Quaker Studies, Birmingham) 

‘David Pae and the Reshaping of Historical Fact’ 

Laura Fox Gill (University of Lincoln) 

‘“How unhappy a Creature am I!”: Anne Manning’s The Maiden and Married Life of Mary Powell, 

Afterwards Mistress Milton (1849)’ 

Negeen Nikravesh (Washington University, US) 

‘Charles Dickens, Madame Tussaud, and Revolutionary Violence: Historical Trauma and Popular 

Culture’ [presenting online – BST-8] 

  

 Panel 15: Paranoia, Pathology and Gender (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Julian Stern 

Helena Ifill (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

‘Beyond Degeneracy: Reparative Approaches to Fin-de-siècle Vampire Fiction’ 

Claudia Sterbini (Edinburgh University, UK)  

‘”Worse than beasts”: The Construction of Pathological Male Asexuality in Fin-de-Siècle Fiction’ 

Natasha Booth-Johnson (University of Birmingham, UK) 

‘Wild Women & Dangerous Daughters: Mona Caird’s Gender Theories’ 
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12:30 – 13:30 Lunch (provided, in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall) 

 

13:30 – 15:00 Keynote 2 (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Julia Kuehn 

Keynote Title: ‘Hidden Stories: “Heterodoxing” Charles Dickens through Alternatives Approaches to 

Economic Thought’ 

Nathalie Vanfasse (Aix-Marseille Université, FR) [presenting online – BST-1] 

 

15:00 – 15:10 Comfort Break 

 

15:10 – 17:10 Panels 16, 17 & 18 [4 speaker panels] 

 

  Panel 16: Gaskell’s Women (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Elizabeth Ludlow 

Jessica Cox (Brunel University London, UK) 

‘Motherhood in the Margins: Maternal Emotion in Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton (1848)’ 

Rebecca Styler (University of Lincoln, UK) 

‘Margaret Hale’s Daughters: Elizabeth Gaskell’s Transatlantic Legacies in Late-Nineteenth-Century 

Fiction’ 

Scarlette-Electra LeBlanc (Independent) 

 ‘A Life “so very different to what I expected”: Miss Matty’s Private Counternarratives in Cranford’ 

[presenting online – BST+4.30] 

  

 Panel 17: H. G. Wells: Texts and Afterlives (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Claudia Sterbini 

Brian Jukes (University of Hertfordshire, UK) 

 ‘Rediscovering H. G. Wells with Actor-Network Theory: How Notions of Success Stimulate a New 

Understanding of Wells’s Works’ 

Chetna Jena (University of Greenwich, UK) 

‘Buried Truths: Human-Plant Entanglements in Wells’ Short Stories 

Eva Chen (National Chengchi University, Taiwan) 

‘Free Will, Natural Determinism and the Debate between Science and Culture: H. G. Wells’s The Time 

Machine’ 
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Shannon Scott (University of St. Thomas, US) 

‘New Horror in a New World: The Fight for Land and Autonomy in Moreno-Garcia’s The Daughter of 

Doctor Moreau’ [presenting online – BST-6] 

  

 Panel 18: Victorian Queer Studies (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Andrew King 

Carys Hudson (Queen’s University Belfast, UK) 

'Queer Fellowship, the Child, and Writing After Wilde’ 

Milly Kate Harrison (Loughborough University, UK) 

‘Neither Queer Nor There: Uncovering Queer Space in Arthur Machen’s “The Lost Club” (1890)’ 

Annie Burkhart (University of Iowa, US) 

‘Unraveling the Unthinkable: Michael Field’s Clandestine Queerness in “The Mummy Invokes his 

Soul”’ 
 

Kristin M. Franseen (Concordia University, Canada) 

‘“Nor was ever divulged its real origins”: Queer Musical Secrets in Edward Prime-Stevenson’s Short 

Fiction’ [presenting online – BST-5] 

 

17:15 – 18:15 Panels 19, 20 & 21 [2 speaker panels] 

 

  Panel 19: Neo-Victorian Gothic [online panel] (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Rebecca Nesvet 

Co-Chair: Julia Kuehn 

Gunja Nandi (Texas Christian University, US) 

‘Victorian Monsters and the Neo-Victorian Gothic: Navigating Myth, Memory, and Marginality in The 

Essex Serpent’ [presenting online – BST-6] 

Beth Sherman (CUNY Graduate Center, US) 

‘Controlling Architecture, Hidden Bodies and the Non-Sensational Madness Cure in The Asylum’ 

[presenting online – BST-5] 

  

 Panel 20: Class and Politics (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Andrew Jackson 

Thinkal Hansan (University of Delhi, India) 

‘The Unstamped Press, The New Poor Law and the Masses: Reading Thomas Doubleday’s The Political 

Pilgrim’s Progress’ 

Amy Albudri (Bishop Grosseteste University, UK) 
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‘Suburbia and Aestheticism: Pooterism and the Lower-Middle-Class No-Man’s-Land of Late Victorian 

England’ 

 

 Panel 21: Friendship and Marriage in China (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Mariaconcetta Costantini 

Tai-Chun Ho (National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan) 

‘A Chinese Tale in English Verse: Friendship and Transnational Poetics in Augusta Webster’s Yu-Pe-Ya’s 

Lute’ 

Silvia Granata (University of Pavia, Italy) 

‘“The Meaning of Tao”: Daoism, Sinology and Miscegenation in Alicia Little’s A Marriage in China (1896)’ 

[presenting online – BST+1] 

  

19:00 Conference Dinner in T. S. Eliot Room, Constance Stewart Hall (Extra Cost)  
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Day Three: Friday 14th July 2023 

 

09:15 - 09:30 In-Person Registration and Online Login 

 

09:30 – 11:00 Panels 22, 23 & 24 

 

  Panel 22: Neo-Victorians and the Visual (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Emma Catan 

Janette Leaf (Birkbeck, University of London, UK) 

‘Recovering Ghostly Time in Kate Morton’s The Clockmaker’s Daughter’ 

Angel Antonio de Oliviera Amata (University of Pisa, Italy) 

 ‘The Victorian Gothic in Panels and Balloons: Dracula in Comics’ 

Teresa Sorolla Romero and Victor Minguez (Universitat Jaume I, Spain) 

‘The Power of Silence: Victorian Visual Culture and Femininity in The Piano’ 

  

 Panel 23: Literary Geographies and the Local (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Claudia Capancioni 

Carolyn W. de la L. Oulton (Canterbury Christ Church University, UK) 

‘Ramsgate: A New Sensation?’ 

Andrew Jackson (Bishop Grosseteste University, UK) 

‘Flummoxed’? Neo-Victorianism vs Modernism: Gilbert vs Joyce, Old England vs Finnegans Wake’ 

Tim Davies (Independent) 

‘Otchins, Boggards, and “all that is so special dangerous”: Popular Superstitions and The Supernatural 

in The (Forgotten) Lincolnshire Dialect Stories of Mabel Peacock (1856-1920)’ 

  

 Panel 24: Excluded and Forgotten Women (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Helena Ifill 

Adelle Hay (Loughborough University, UK) 

‘Inherited Bias and the Brontë Myth: How Censorship and Editing Excluded Anne Brontë from the 

Brontë Genius’ 

Alicia Beavis (City, University of London, UK) 

‘Mrs F. E. M. Notley: A Subversive Woman Written out of History’ 
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Ann-Marie Tupciaskas Richardson (University of Greenwich, UK) 

‘She Did Exist: Recovering the Shipwrecked Memoranda of Maria Branwell Brontë’ [presenting online - 

BST] 

  

11:00 – 11:30 Refreshment Break 

 

11:30 – 13:00 Keynote 3 (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Claudia Capancioni and Laura Gill 

Keynote Title: ‘The Meaning of Undisciplining the Victorian Classroom’ 

Adrian S. Wisnicki (University of Nebraska-Lincoln, US) 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch (provided in Teaching Room 1) 

 

14:00 – 15:00 Reading Groups 

  Reading Group: Victorian Short Fiction (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

‘Short Magazine Fiction: Woman at Home’ 

Hosts: Betty Hagglund and Graziella Stringos 

 

 Reading Group: Third Sex Reading Group (Teaching Room 7) 

‘Recovering Queer Victorians’ 

Hosts: Helena Esser, Mollie Clarke, Claire O’Callaghan, and Milly Harrison 

 

15:00 – 16:30 Panels 25, 26 & 27 

  Panel 25: Gender, Adventure and Imperial Exploitation (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

Chair: Julia Kuehn 

Charlotte Boyce (University of Portsmouth, UK) 

‘Arctic Anxieties in James Hogg’s “The Surpassing Adventures of Allan Gordon”’ 

Helena Esser (Independent) 

‘Soldiers and Spies: Ouida’s Forgotten Adventure Heroines’ 

Margaret C. Jones (Independent) 

‘Gender Roles as Masking in the Fiction of Amelia B. Edwards’ 
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 Panel 26: Anxieties of Empire and Race [online panel] (Teaching Room 7) 

Chair: Mara Mattoscio 

Tsvetelina Petkova (Veliko Tarnovo University, Bulgaria) 

‘The Lady of the Shroud: Exploring Race, Gender and Colonialism in Bram Stoker’s Balkan Adventure’ 

[presenting online - BST+2] 

Rebecca Nesvet (University of Wisconsin, US) 

‘Hidden Pseudo-History: Reynolds, Rymer and the Myth of “White Slavery”’ [presenting online – BST-6] 

Sanjana Chowdhury (Texas Christian University, US)  

‘The Human Cost of Tea: Victorian Fiction and the Hidden History of Indian Tea’ [presenting online – BST-

6] 

  

 Panel 27: Animals on the Victorian Page (Teaching Room 1) 

Chair: Andrew Jackson 

Joanne Knowles (Liverpool John Moores University, UK) 

‘Hidden in Plain Sight: Animals, Illustration and The Case of Donkeys in Victorian Periodicals’ 

Bethany Dahlstrom (Lancaster University, UK) 

‘Dressing as The Other: Female Feather Fashion in Punch Magazine’  

Lorraine Dubuisson (Middle Georgia State University, US) 

‘“The Song of the Birds is the Voice of the Soul of Nature”: Ouida’s Use of Avian Welfare as Social 

Barometer’ [presenting online – BST-5] 

  

16:30 – 17:30 AGM, Prize Giving and Closing Remarks (Teaching Rooms 2 & 3) 

  

The End! 

With thanks to all of you involved in VPFA 2023 

Claudia, Mariaconcetta & Laura 
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What’s on Campus… 

 

Bernard Samuel Gilbert’s Display 

In the Hardy Building, you can enjoy a display dedicated to Bernard 

Samuel Gilbert (1882-1927), a little-known Lincolnshire author and dialect 

poet, curated by Dr Andrew Jackson (Bishop Grosseteste University, UK). 

Jackson is on a mission to bring Gilbert’s writing to the attention of the 

people of his home county in the present, and to audiences well beyond 

Lincolnshire as well. You can find this display together with by the 

academic posters of BGU English students, presenting individual research 

projects on Alfred, Lord Tennyson. They are on the left-hand side as you 

enter the building via the main entrance. 

 

The Chapel 

The Skinner Building is an original Victorian building and, on the ground 

floor, you can find the Victorian Diocese Training College Of Lincoln’s 

Chapel. Today this is the Bishop Grosseteste Chapel of St. Clare and St. 

Francis. This is worth a visit if you want to admire the glass windows and 

imagine the atmosphere of the original Victorian training college when 

only girls would pray, develop their musical talent, and perform. In the 

Chapel you will be able to find the traces of Victorian girls who were keen 

to study and who became primary school teachers and heads of school in 

the UK and far away countries such New Zealand, the USA, and India. 
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