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3ty In this session, we would like to discuss with you the idea of geRc

conformity and sexual deviance as forms of corruption in the
imagination. You will find in this pack a wealth of material about two infe
Victorian scandals; one related to gender identity, one to sexual orientati
first case, Fanny & Stella, occurs before theLa®®bicheramendment, t
Cleveland Street Scandal occurs after. We will not have time ¢
everything in these pages, but we want to give you a good overview a
material so you can choose what interests you the most and what yo
discuss in our conference session. Apart from the scandals and peoplé
as important episodes in queer history, we are interested in their rece
well: How do thegatalys@ublic opinion, make visible Victorian attit
towards gender and, with regard to ideas of purity and contamination
prism through which to consider the policing and negotiation of bound@r
public discoursg®

E

A RETROSPECT OF THE BOULTON AND PARK CASE,——Frox Bow Stuxer Srarion

4/S

A LNO @ ZthedtreEathér thanM court of law, a stage rather than a dock, Fanny and Stella would have bgatedrtty. too c{e
“tread its hallowed boards. They liked nothing better than a house full to bursting and a rumbustious, restlemrdedowpmdgrﬁt By
S to be quelled, ready to be charmed, ready to be dazzled by their performance [...] They were dressed and thiegywere t@aﬂy*\Aﬂ
., 0B tBX X Nd 8B Ha2F @8ZF et oBakhy ghtiStedla The Young KlEnalvho ah@cléed \dictoria. Eri‘gflanpr
F. London: Faber and Faber, 2013, p. 34) A
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EXTRAORDINARY DISCLOSURES
ABOUT THE MEN IN PETTICOATS.

—_———

defendants they have been in the habit of presenting
themselves in public sometimes in the character or
BRI O A disguise of women, and at other times in the own
THE QUEEN - BOULTON, PARK ml habiliments in the dress of men, but still under
circumstances which produced a public scandal by
their assuming the gait, and manners, and carriage,
and the appearance of women, with painted and
powdered faces, so as to produce a general impression,

though in male attire, that they were of the opposite ;':a__\

sex. 0 =

S

TRIAL OF BOULTONANDPARK (LI oydds |11 ustrateda‘i‘fl_\flé
May 1871, 8) (British Library Newspapers) PR l\:\\
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Note the competing registers here. How ¢
vocabulary frame, claim, or challenge ge

and identity? How grapple w
transgression or ambiguity? How subve
re-inscribe a gender bina

PR B



https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/fanny-and-stella-piecing-together-lgbtq-histories-and-telling-the-stories/
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-:.J;;@_.%_jji_qahc_e'andinciteotherpersonﬁeloniouslwvith themto andupon hisrecoveryhe prisonerseft the court with their
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ity prahamand Miss StellaBoulton were arrestedand  Fannyand Stellanot guilty and the two wereacquitted In -~ | gajenit Aj]'Bg O "
i sDSEQUENtIBhargedvith 4 & B ginglaheabominable their reportingof the casethe] d ¢ HliBtratmdNewspaper B3 /oN2B1.A
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In April 1870at] Bt 0 Bttand@heatreMrs Fanny A yeaiater,followingasensationalixdaytrial, ajury found NEZT DBot¥T

€
3 o
] BoddZaedy A! @B

. s &

i*éﬁi‘?‘f_qebf E g H HfMoKenha, p.35), conspiring/ @ Botesthat A / B g fpirdeBipon the verdictbeingreturned,

commit said € o a @nd Alfsguing themselvess 3 0 a (Surwal21 May 1871 p.8). eBgt (i d B3 N G Zr a
women and frequent[ng] placesof public resort,so (DPP4/6) alongwith /I £ ZT7 DBOT ¢ NE A
disguised,and to thereby openly and scandalously , aswell my lord. Not guilty on all
outrageublicdecencgndcorruptpublicg B o N d 4s (KB GZT éBgtedAd A2

Thiswasnot asolitaryincident for thetwo wereknown  6/3). It is rarethat suchtranscriptssurvivethe trial records  cheering, which was,

throughoutthe mid- to late1%h centuryfor theircross giveauniqueinsightinto howthetrial playedutin court however. soon

dresseqursuitson thestreetandthestageAspartofa  ne\spapereporterscourt spectatorandthe clerkswereall dgeeot ddi dA

theatricaltroupe the duo toured the South Eastof g\ renf howto referto FannyandStellaAs Neil McKenna TRIAL OF BOULTON AND PARK
EnglandasBoulton and Park performingA D N &and »

observeghe trial transcriptsarelittered / X acsgingeut 41 ) Bxd4d O) j gdeoNeF 6 ¢
ndcorrectionsturning A Z fintb d d ZA&aviddice2 ¥ o(pd N 4V 1871, p. 8) (British Library

Newspapers)

{ e . Buf, @Morris B Kaplannotes A D N antiStella

wanderedff of the stagendoutsidethe confinedf a 35 Forsomethed g Bdenitiesverebaffling Othersfound
sexuag £ O T 0 Kkaplgn,d b fintu T 6 & ap@B. N th 4 he an entertainingspectaclayhich helpedafterthe
#araging| openlyonthestreetsf central.ondon,they 5 asthe two begarto tour Britainoncemoreasatheatrical
challengedonventionaassumptionaboutgendeand 5 gt of courseherewerethosethatweremorehostileand
sexualityrespectabilitand transgressiobusinesand |oqe cceptingHoweverrecordalsadetaithefervensupport
e T N(aplanit b rintu T 6 6 ap@B.Ndaltdn 1o FannyandsStellaeceivedrom friendswhomayhavealso
courtit wasrevealethat Fannyand{ e T fepuistionl o nart of a Victorian queerculture, with newspaper
offstagénadiedto thembeingplacedindersurveillance o o115 and transcriptsdescribinghe immensecheerghat
for overayeaibeforeheireventuadrrest echoedhroughouthecourtfollowingtheiracquittal

What might the trial in fact revek
about a broader queer culture th
existed concurrently? What mig
we be missing when thinking ab@



https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C4194028
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=BOULTON+park&_p=1800&_hb=tna&_d=COPY
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C1884659
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- ¢ |nd|ctmemtheyconsp|redor thepurposeof thecommissiormf unnaturab f f e. (DERAKE,B-9).

the generahatureof the chargedeforel gointo
particular®f it. Wellgentlemarhe generahature
of thechargasthis,thatthe defendantandother
personsmentionedin the indictment,and alsol
regretto sayotherpersonsvhosenamesavenot
beendiscoveredassociatetbgetherspoketo and
wrote to each other, in such a manneras to
indicate that relations subsistedbetweenthem
suchas are only permissible betweenmen and
women that by sometimesdressingin female
costume sometimesin male costume,with a
studiedair of effeminacypowderingtheir necks,

/ e
/ s o ior  ablmngs &
. -‘//«»-’«-4‘ B

i AudicLinend

and to make themselvesobjects of desireto
person®f theirownclass

Thattheyllvedtogetheruponthetermsof manandwife,or | shouldmore properlysayof Loverandmistressthattheywroteto °‘
eachother thattheyaddressedachotherin termsof endearmensuchasmenonly addresso Womenandthattheywroteto each ;;--: ’

6 N oittmaybe wellthat| shouldstateto you®,

paintingtheir facespy imitatingairsand gestures '_;'rg
theyendeavouretb exciteeachother'spassions,

5 ok r?‘}a"— .
P P s et

otherin the languagef love,sometimesn thatof violentpassionin shortthattheyassociatetbgetherpr in the languagef the - ; :




« For that purposeis
. no offence
' whatsoeverNay if
they had goneeven
furtherthanthis - if
being possessedf
womensdressedor
the purpose of
acting they had
indulged in
occasionalrolics or
escapadesnd had
6 N o with respect to masqueradeth the
BoultonandParkit must streets in female
undoubtedlybe born in attire - if that had
mind it is for themto do beenall they would
so, that they frequently not have been
actedthe part of women amenabléo sucha
ih amateutheatricaland chargeasthis, but it

| neednot tellyouthatto is for you to s a Yclargedhere, or soliciting it or

4 assumaw o m adnesss (DPP4/ 6,10
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he frial

0 B wou will say,| think and
fairly say,this doesnot meetthe
accusatiomf their goingaboutthe
streetsin femalesdresseslit does
not - it led to it. You have the
evidencébeforeyou of their going
aboutthe streetsin femaledresses
Therewasthe evidenceasto their
conductat the LyceumTheatre of
Boulton asking for the Ladi e
Room, He was then dressedas a
woman Parkwasalsodressedsa
woman They wereperformingthe
characteoff the stagewhich they
had performedwith such success
on the stageBut, gentlemenjoesa
man go into a Ladies Relieving
Room for the purpose of
committing the detestablecrime
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It may be filthy & it may be conduct for

which a young man oughtto be kicked at

onceout of theplaceheisin - | shouldnot
objectto that but surelyhedoesnot goto a v
placdikethatfor the purposeof committing
this crime?Theyhadcarriecdtheir passiorfor N
adaptingthesecharactersas | sayoff the @
st a[gP® 4 6, 1445). |

invitinganyondo commitit?(.)
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What is being debated Heiethis a moral or ;
“§ legal case? Why is this a mattea fayurt of
law and public commendfhat is actually on
trial here?
What do we | earn abou -
environmend their friends and family, and AR
how they relate to Boulton and Park? i &%%é
Mr. Seymourl think Mr Parkwasdresse@saladyandMr Boultonalso! TRl
Hadyouatanytimeanydoubtabouttheirsex? Y §%§
‘SeymourNo | neverhadadoubt- | maysayl hadatransiengleanof doubton oneoccasiorbut | w‘f‘:t
it wasinstantlyremoved andit arosefrom Mr B o u | wvoc@-d $ieardsomesingingand it \J\?s“
- soundedsomuchlikeaw o mawvoiéethat! hadupononeoccasioradoubtfor the moment . ; \21
- ‘ Mr S e y modepogitisn (DPP4/ 6) o Bd ?;_ J
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| amrathersorryto hearof yourgoingaboutin Dragso much- partlyl confesdor a selfish
reasonl know the Moustachdnasno chancewhilethis sort of thing goeson. You now have
lessthana monthto growit, for my Motherhasarrangedo stayat Boulogneuntil the 21st so
asto meetme,so | havesettledto go thereon the 1&h if | cangetleavethatis four weeks
from tomorrow | havetold my Mother that you are coming but havenot yethadtimeto

receiveneranswerl thoughtit wellto tell herthatyouwereveryeffeminatebut| hopeyouwill \a%%

do your bestto appeamsmanlyasyou canat anyratein force | thereforebegof youto let . ' ¢+

yourMoustachgrowatonce ; ! SR

] (..) | hopeyoua r ehardup. | ¢ a sedidyouanymoneyfor aweekor two. Nextmonth| will PR %‘ "
How should we refer to Fanny and sendyou someboth for Pocket& Clothesso you mayorderthe latterat once Of coursel | i
Stellaan and should we label them as N
any one thing homosexual, cross wantto payfor anyDrag Bills exceptthe one at Edinburgh,if youh a v @andéhts Let me "l

| dressers, trans or nbimary knowaboutthisandotherEdinburghBills B PR,

i' s ey ey \;3 ;\-
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Despiteits manyprogressivelementsthe trial pitted two narrativesagainseachother, viewingFannyand Stellaeitherastheatrical
femaleimpersonatorsr asgaymerii but clearlyeitherway,asmen(..) It is far more common,andthus ratherdisturbingto find
commentatorsvho essentiallgidewith the prosecutiorby situatingFannyand Stellain the historyof Victorianhomosexualitgsthe :
missingdink betweerthe molliehousecultureof the Regencyeriodandthe formsof modernmalehomosexualitthatwe havecome
to seeasemergin@roundthe OscarWildetrialin 1895(Joyce84). -
In 1981 JeffreyWeeksermedthemo t vdaonennv o memId ¢ t dnetlseid adfenceaso i n d éehayvioui(for crossdressmgn
p u.b I ($erpplificandsocietytheregulatiaf sexualitginc&80Q p. 116. Severyeardater,in his groundbreakingtudyof Wildeand: .
Victoriangayculture Neil Bartlettwrote,0 |bécamelearin the courseof theirtrial thattheywerenotS|mplydragqueensTheycouId
not bedismissedstheatricatreationsnenin private womenin public,alternatelyisibleandinvisible p -; _
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As the time of their arrestthey were This is alsothe tack of a sensationalistic\]che notes:
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g M adlain
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: w,;;;‘f:;jj;‘l;i.-,‘_.,;.,;g;.{;gtg_hggc'j;__i_gedn what seemsto have been 2013 biography of the pair by Neil
i ARG favouritejoke thatof dressingaind McKennawho imaginativelgreatedor us

.%.y owj.'y';u;a'refr.c.. f':i- &

.o -passing (with, apparently, completeFannyandS t e éxplait€asrent boysin

‘f!.u'-’_é-«‘v' Hai AL A

"it is crucial to recognize thatfeven x
o

though the 19th century had no single térm
that could serve as an equivalent to

._ by ’ _ : _ otransgender 6 today, .i'th
wicihe Jsuccessgsl a d (e = 9).In 1994in drag, while seeming to restore the | iciqrical people who affirmed themselves and: ?

. his important book TheWildeCenturydistinctionthat Bartlett tried to eraseby what we would term their gender identity in a
. Alan Sinfieldreferredto themaso t wsingmalepronounsfor the privateselves ..t 1ot only of public and legal hostility
| a dveodhado f r ahildhoodlikedto and femaleonesfor the selveson public , , + 5| <o of s ur prising
. play female parts in semiprofessionakaleor displayIn this essayl will setout
theat(pb.cal so the evidencdor why the story of Fanny#®
William A. Cohen opened a 1996 and Stellamakesmore sensi both in its ==
chapteron the casewith 0 t woung own historicattermsandnowi whenread{{ ™

dressingasw o me @@3H74). In 2000 more interestingquestion why does it |
CharlesUpchurch gave weight to the matterto retroactivelyositionthe storyin &
other part of the prosecutioncase,this way,with all of its attendantdanger
assuminghattheywerealsoprostitutes of applyingan anachronisticerminology:
for him, the peculiaritiesf the trial can to anearlietistoricaperiod?
be atmb_Utedto aneedto obscurethe Simon Joyce 6 T wWomen Walk into a Theatre
connectionghatit threatenedo exposesathroom The Fanny and Stella Trials as Trans
O b et weresadressing, samesexNar r aictoriarBevigwolume44 Numberl, Spring

desireandmalep r o s t i(pt1687% i 067" ambiguity, uncertainty, fluidity?.s


https://muse.jhu.edu/article/726576#b3
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“f’www ’“-*-i’ater celebritiesn gayhistory Boulton/Stella and Park/ Fanny
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“almosta century and a half (in)opportune moment,
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stop on the tour of hidden appearso be anascenfor evenfully
homa-history, just after the grownbut well hiddenfrom history)
deathpenaltyfor buggeryhad homosexualunderground The trial
beenabolishechnd beforethe proceedingsintroduced the wider
Clevelandstreetscandalalbeit public to the terms "camp" and
alwaysovershadowedy the "drag" for apparentiythe first time'
ultimate eminent gay and conductednto the archivetales
Victorian ~ Oscar Wilde of crossdressedboy actressesand :
Further, Stella and Fanny'sthelovelornmenwhoadored h e n = —
scrapewith the long armof ..~ . = ..., . ——
the law began in 1870 unnatural History and
precisely the year Michel Petticoat Mystery of

Foucaultcalls the "birth" of \B/locl:(l)tﬁz:nagixpgcgnga?
the homosexual (in & and the  Theatre
statement Eve Kosofsky Pefens® TDR (1988),

Sedgwick calls "an act of VO' 20 116 &3 ARSI [T

56, p. 4.
polemicabravado'[199(43). g

As Liu indicates in a footnait
quotation foi@ r andhé sense of credsessing comes from newspape
coverage of the arraignment. The

sexuality) is from 19 Ocampisbmaikn ng
letterallthemor@m ot abl e. 6 (p. 5) What doefs

OEDOG6s seeming misdat i nggflectibn ofithe
provisional nature of 2



' --f_f;BouItonandParkwerenot initiallyarrestedor sodomy,
“'""";" ““"plitcrimesof fashionAs Liu statesd N @nlydid their P
fw;:mm;jd#ag act attractthe regulatoryattentionof the legal g
o ;‘eﬂj’wgtabllshmenﬂout they had also appearedn men's
. " clothing,with open collarsand waistcoats,powdered
facesandpink glovesso that peoplethoughttheymust i
be womenin men'sc | ot {pe53. dor Justice
Flowers, "the completenessf the disguisenly made
the offensethe greater,’but the courttestimonyreveals
that beadlesmanagersand policemenonly interfered
with themwhentheyconspicuouslfailedto passJohn
Reevesthe managewf the AlhambraTheatremusicy
hall, for instancedeclared,l couldnot tell whatthey

wereput| considerethemimproperpersord

E

What does this suggest about how Victorian culture eqtfe
impurity and contamination with fashion? Why is nonsexual“ag
so threatening? What is being suggested here about the relationSig
bet ween gender, perfor mance
that Reeves was the manager of the Alhambra, how does his
comment sit in tension wi j
defenceo (e.g. that Boul

and Pampikisiomnwerieo mer el
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Ernest
5‘ BOULTON

1847-1904

Frederick PARK

AN 3
'77‘ \ .
o v

1846-1881

‘Stella & Fanny’
Victorian
cross-dressers
lodged at

{3 Wakefield Street /4
on this site 4
1868-1870

THE UNNATURAL HISTORY
PETT ICOAT MYSTERY
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i uoms Here,"Jack Saul" fictionalises Boulton as "Laura” and Park as "Selina". Whati@
| Al Vi ews on how 0 Sar shbuld that@ehgparsexualideanhyi asdeStella? Dogs
Sommm::m o L o Arthur and Boulton, whom this move away from ideas of purity and contamination with respect to homosexuality
=y he addressed as Laura, were i s text amplify it? The name o0Jack S
x standingbefore a largemirror. He the name of one of the postboys who testified against Lord Blis

" had his arm round her waist, and g, o514 ce alsopink silk stockinggandthe most “What's this beautifulplaything,Lauradarling?

everynowandthendrewlLaura’s ¢, qcinatingittle shoeswith silver buckles His  Are youan hermaphroditeqy love?0h, | must

lips to his for a long, lusciouskiss His inamorata ordship quickly opened Laura'sthighs, and, kissit: it's sucha treasureWill it spendlike a
wasnotidle,for | couldseeherunbuttonindPg99 putting his handinto her drawerssoonbrought man‘'dove?"
his trousers,and soon she let out a beautiful to light as manlya weaponas any lady could | heard_ord Arthur sayall this ashefondledand
specimemf thearborviteg atleasihineinchedong desireto see, and very different from the caresseBoulton'sprick, passindnishandup and
andverythick It wasin gloriouscondition,with a crinkumcrankumone usuallyexpectsto find gownthe ivory-white shaftandkissingthe dark,
greatglowingredhead when one throws up a lady's petticoatsand ryby-colourecheadeverytimeit wasuncovered
Lauraat onceknelt down andkissedthis jewelof proceedsto take liberties with her, but his How excitedl becameat the sightyou maybe
love, and would | believehave suckedhim to a |ordship'slove was only a man in woman's syre | alsolongedto caressindenjoyboth the :
spend but Lord Arthur wastoo impatient,ashe clothesaseveryoneowknowsit wasBoulton's fine pegos! had seen but althoughmy own = &% &
raisedhis companionfrom her stoopingposture, practiceto make himself up as a lovely girl. prick wasstiff almostto bursting,l determined. . & :
andpassingnis handsunderLaura‘'stlothesasshe There seemssuch a peculiar fascinationto not to frig myselfasl wassureof findinganice = . - = -
> gavea very pretty screamand pretendedto be gentlemenin the idea of having a beautiful partner\/\/herﬂ returnedto the ballroom Still, | L lh ga
shockedat this rudenesshe turnedeverythingup  creature,such as an ordinary observerwould wouldratherhavehadBoultonthananyoneHis = | i -
andtossecheron thebed As yettherewasnothing takefor a beautifullady,to danceandflirt with, makeup wasso sweetly prettythat | longedto = - .

to see but a beautiful pair of legs, lovely knowingall the while that his inamoratais a havehim andhim havemesé (pp. 106109
knickerbockedrawersprettilytrimmedwith the youthin disguise » |



https://www.gutenberg.org/files/53964/53964-h/53964-h.htm
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The Boulton and Parkcasds remarkablasit landed Yetasthenineteentttenturyprogressediasedike BoultonandParkopened, -
&]ust as the conceptof a homosexuaidentity and the eyeso a homosexuasubculturghat wasidentifiedin the popularmind Y
: subculture was emerglng both between the new W|th maleprostltutlon whlchputnewpressureen authorltleSO crackdown -

H;: ’::}_fhe UK and in Germanyand the restof continental uncertaintyasto whatthe actuabrlmecon3|sted)f andthatvarlousdoctors
' Europe,and as moral panicsaboutthis new type of on the casecould cometo no agreemenas to what physicalproof of

_ manstartedto grow,tied to worriesaboutprostitution sodomymightlook like[é ]
~ andimmorality It alsohappenedn astrangenterlude To putit simplythe authoritieknewwhatBoultonandParkwereup to was

. betweentwo periodswherethe statehad toughtools Wrongevenif theydid not know exactlywhatthat consistedf. Theywere
with which to discipline samesex activity The clearlytransgressingertaingenderand sexualboundarieshowever,and
increaseduppressionf samesexactivityandgender somethindnadto bedone

varianceduringthesemoral panicsplayeda significant
role in growing public awarenessf sexuallydeviant It is unsurprisingherewasnot muchunderstandingf homosexualitasa

" behaviour distinct sexual identity amongsts o ¢ i kighgr @chelons The word
Anal sex had beenoutlawedby the BuggeryAct of 0 h o0 mo shadonlydbéencoinedin 1869 andeventhenin a limitedrun
1533 but that did not specifysexbetweentwo men, pamphlepublishecanonymouslgndin Germanpy the Austrianwriter b
merelynon-productivesex,andwasusedto prosecute Karl-MariaKertbeny The AustroGermanpsychiatrisRichardvon Krafft- i 5
samesex and oppositesex offences, often non Ebing documentechomosexualitextensivelyn his 1886 book on sexual | \“3
‘“ consensualThe law, therefore,was an attemptto paraphiliasPsychopatiaxualidut it wasnot until the very end of - the :
: prosecuteriminalactsatherthanto definea criminal century,1897 that the first Englishbook on the subject,Henry Havelock | :
typeof personandthis wasthe onlylawon thebooks E | | $egualaversipwas published
thatpertainedo menwhohadsexwithmen [é ]
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«-«-{T]herewasconcernthat currentlawsw e r e g} Steacalsocontactedhe Liberal men would be prosecutedor consenstal
/ sufficientto dealwith thisrisingmoralthreatto  \p Henry Labouchérea theatre sexactswith otheradultmenoverthe next
i ;;:”}fhe e mp i yowhdls his summingup, Lord  g\yner, drawinghis attentionto the  eightytwo yearsthat it remainedlaw in
i b Chief JusticeCockburnlamentedthe lack of phenomenorf homosexualitand ~ England,and longersiill in Scotlandand
”"' ‘legaltools he had asa judgeto dealwith the | snouchere  introduced  an  Northern Ireland Those convicted

¥ @v;aj.

Iorobler?,iaylng, _— — amendmento the bill that would includedOscarWilde himself, as well as
t ISoneof thoselinstanceso whicht e provisionso amost . . . A . .

usefulact for the preventionof public indecencymight be _C”mmallse all aCtS~ of 0 gr 0 Alag) lemng It mveSter-hugeamountOf
extendedlf thelawcannotreactit asit is, it oughtto bemade i N d e cbetweentvido men The powerin the handsof law enforcement

the subjectof suchlegislationand a punishmenof two or  crimeof buggeryaswasclearfrom andthejudiciarywith verylittle clarityasto

threemo n tirhpsisbnmentwith the treadmillattachedo it, - . A -
with, in caseof repetitionof the offence,a little wholesome the Boulton and Park case,was Wwhatconstituteceitherd g rionsdse e n c y

corporaldisciplinewould,| think, beeffectivenotonlyinsuch ~ extremelyhard to prove, andthe O pr o csexr i n g0

caseshutin allcasesf outrageagainspublicdecency horrific sentencenadeprosecutions Before,analsexresultingn ejaculationvas

Cockburngothiswaybutnotuntil 1885when 516 Grossindecencyhoweverwas — prohibited now, everythinghat manifested
thepublicoutcryfollowingW. T. S t e @xpo8& neyerdefinedin law, which meant desirebetweenmen was pulled into the -
on child sextraffickingforcedthe government that the lowersentencingrovisions, remit of the law, including flirting,
to act The g o v er nmspmnsedas 10 5ithough still horrific (up to two  propositioningandkissinglt wasthe first
expeditethe Criminal Law AmendmentBill, yearswith or without hardlabour), law to explicitly targetsex betweenmen,; Q
whichhadbeenlanguishingn the doldrumsof couldencouragenoreprosecutions ~ rather than merelythe act of anal sex, . \-.
the committeestagedfor the pastfew years | certainly did. Although the regardlessof gender,and it was also
The new act was primarily focusedon the  ;mnendmentvasdiscussedor mere  incorporatedinto penal codesacrossthe A B

subject of St e aexpase, addressing minytestensof thousandsf men  BritishEmpire
prostitutionandchildtrafficking
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ekl Any male person who, in public or private, commits, or is a party to the commission of, or procures, or attempts to procure b i

—%a .1')" T -f{.s.\ .e.wé
oSV - the commission by any male person of, any act of gross indecency wait othermale person, shall be guilty of a

“”"‘?“""‘“‘*‘“" "““ sql__emeanour and being convicted thereof, shall be liable at the discretion of the Court to be imprisoned for any term not

fvx { i et i

mm o J;f, exceeding two years, with or without hard labour.
In 1881 1884 and 1885 JohnRamsayl3h Earl of Dalhousie The increase of these monsters in the shape of men, commonly
introducedCriminalLaw Amendmenbills “for the Protectionof designatethargeriegoofs etc., of late years, in the great

Womenand Girls [and] suppressiomf brothels"(astheir long Metropolis, renders it necessary for the safety of the public that
title stated) The bills passedn the Houseof Lordsbutthefirst t hey shoul d be made knowne Wi |
two wererejectedn the Houseof Commonsby the Gladstone nevertheless the fact, that these moretéurally walihe street

ministry It was held that the proposedincreasan the the same as the whores, looking out for a chance? Yes, the
wouldleavemenopento blackmailThe 1885bill passed Quadrant, Fleet Street, Holborn, the Strand etactaaly
the Lordson 1 May18854 andits futureprogressvasuncertain throngedwith them! Nay, it is not long sinicetheneighborhood

In July,PallMall Gazetteditor wasimprisonedor of Charing Cross, they posted bills in the windows of several

yaserieof articlesvhichcausea public houses, cauti oni-iihg ¢t

by showingthe easevith whichyounggirlscouldbe Yokel 6ds Pj‘i

"bought” on the street The caretakeBalisburyninistryaccepted : : e B

> Dalhousie'sbill, which completedits secondreadingin the Howfar, do you think, was this amendment a reacti ’-5

converging moral panics, especially considering that it was:

Commonson 9 July18853 The governmenmadeamendments
to the bill at committeestage Steadwnroteto Labouchergelling
- 4 ~of therisein in Londonandotherlargecities

minute addition? In how far did the Fanny and Stellz r
contribute to this fear o
have fared differently, had this law been in effect at the ft
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l_n 'Iate 1889 a policeinvestigatiordiscoverec malebrothel Several telegraph boys testified that
“onClevelandStreet, near Tottenham Court Road, which Eustonwasin fact a frequentvisitor to

# pe.a:,-

.,§M¢|

aristocratigentlemenOne of the boysanda manwho lived prostituteJackSaultestifiedthat he had
at the housepleadedguilty in return for a relativelylight often had relationswith Euston on the

sentencdhuspreventinghe necessitpf presentingvidencepremisesr his evidencavasdismisse@s
at a courttrial. The authoritiesnvishedto hushup the affair "tainted" (how could it be otherwise?

because largenumberof importantmen wereimplicated,andthe editor wassentto prisonfor 12
includingLord Arthur Somersetthe Earl of Euston, and months,thoughhe wasreleaseafter six
evenPrinceAlbert Victor (secondn line to the throne) The months due to public outrage at the

authoritiessuccessfullgelayedhe investigatioruntil many severity of the sentence Somerset'

mencouldfleethe country,includingthe keepewof thehouse, lawyer was subsequentlytried and
and Lord Arthur SomersetRumoursneverthelessirculatedimprisonedfor pervertingthe courseof
andearlyreportsappearedn the Americannewspapersand justice by offering to maintain the
eventuallya newspapeeditorpublishedsomeexplicitchargestelegraphboys if they emigrated The
in London The Earl of Eustonsuccessfullguedthe editor keeper of the house attempted to
’ for libel, claimingthat he had visited ClevelandStreetonly blackmaihis aristocraticlientsfrom his
| under the mistakenimpressionthat he would see female newbasan SeattleThefiery RadicaMP
stripteaseshowsthere,andin any casehe certainlyhad not Henry Labouchéraisedhis privilegein
fledto Peru,asthe newspapdialselyalleged theHouseof Commongo exposehe

1l gm" r«éupplled boys from the Post Office to have sex with Clevelandstreetandthe notoriousmale
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"Eddy", Prince Albert Victor,
phatégraph by Bassano, ¢.1880
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What does this episode tell us
about homosexuality aneL
class pnvﬂege?
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g s fo *shockedVictorian London His testimonywas frank and

5’”"’"“" i i ”"’“{"" i A r’l .“i (REGISTYRED FOR CIRCULATION 1N TiIK) SATURDAY, |||‘,CL]I|!EI{ 7. 1889, Price One Penny,

i ilt wasat this trial that JackSaulappearecsa witnessfor

'b‘}‘t&x-(,- T ‘-9.., {ba
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Fle defencelt washerethathe providedthe testimonythat

f i “7gpen, including descriptionsof the E a r dexualhabits, ™m0 s v

E

includinghis tastefor ejaculatingnto b o yswriachsHe
describegickinghim up on Piccadillybeforetakinga cab
with him to Clevelandtreetthe warningthe Earlgavehim
not to talkto himif hesawhim on thestreetandtheE a r
returnvisitsto Clevelandtree® althougmotto seeSaul |
The courtwasshockedo hearS a uuhgddeddescriptions |
of maleprostitutionin London The judgewasshockedo F§
discoverthat Saulhad alreadydivulgedthis information,
Includingthe namesof prominentclientslike the MP and
JudgeAdvocateGeneralGeorgeCavendistiBentinck,and
no actionhad beentaken Everybodywasshockedby his
claim that the police 6 s htheir e y enstdust to his
behaviourasa lifelongmalesexworker,but to muchmore

of the sameln the end,the judgewasinclinedtowardsthe |1 | W ) o s
Earl,to n o b o susprisedescribingSaulto the jury asa ~ ' A,;j’-._jj_
0r evolt e awhaseestinonywasnotto bebelieved o1 the moral panic about? Who is Eavo protected? What rdj

BadGaysp. 104105 does the public vs private sphere play here? What exactly was sge
about CIeveIanq Street, and to wh ¥
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FABER & FABER PRESENTS
MR NEIL McKENNA

7 m AR WILDg — |
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Shocked
Victorian
Al England

WITH HIS MOST SPLENDID NEW ENTERTAINMENT

FANNY & STELLA

g NS ful e 5
mov mg story.” Tim Teeman, The Times
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All of these neictorian texts rell the lives O
queer historical figures. Should they? What areé
dangers? What are the potential benefits? As
researchers, how should we treat these fictional te
In particular, Neil McKenna's text has been regarded
being an accurate and historicéleng: on the one
hand shedding light on an underrepresented and
somewhat unknown history, but also framing it as a
story about crossdressing gay foam we portray
Fanny and Stella in this way? Should we? How d

Featuring:

he

TWO INFAMOUS VICTORIAN CROSS-DRESSERS AND THEIR SCANDALOUS TRIAL

The cast shall include:

? DETECTIVES, POLITICIANS, PROSTITUTES, THEATRE OWNERS, DOCTORS
AND DRAG QUEENS

%OLOURFUL THRILLING VICTORIAN PEEPSHOW, EXPOSING THE STARTLING
UNDERBELLY OF 19TH CENTURY LONDON

THE STRAND THEATRE 28TH APRIL 1870:

The arrest of the flamboyantly dressed Miss Fanny Park and Miss
Stella Boulton precipitated a sensational show trial that shocked and
titillated Victorian London in equal measure. For the alluring Fanny
and Stella were no ordinary young women. Far from it In fact, they
were young men who liked to dress as women. As the trial of ‘the
Young Men in Women's Clothes' unfolded, Fanny and Stella’s
extraordinary lives as wives and daughters, actresses and whores
were revealed to an incredulous public

Meticulously researched and dazzlingly written, Fanny & Stella is an
enthralling tour-de-force for all fans of quirky narrative non-fiction

THE WHOLE ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE FOUND CAMP, INSTRUCTIVE, TRAGIC AND
COMIC BY TURNS

PATRICIA DUNCKER

MIRANDA
BARRY

Should McKenna be offering an objective insk
into the archival material, letting his readers ¢
to their own conclusions (even if that conclusi
a confused one)? Or
telling successful in highlighting a margina
history that might otherwise be left unexplor
Consider McKenneé
Entertaining? Exploitative? Misrepresenting?
the reference to his Wilde teknplies a
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connection or shadows the histo
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Fanny Graham, 22, and Stella Boulton, 21, were arrested in 1870 after one ofmem used the toilet at The Royal Strand theatre (Picture:
The National Archives/ The British Library)

In 1870, Fanny Graham, 22, and Stella Boulton, 21, were both arrested after one of them used the
toilet at The Royal Strand theatre in London.

who were upper class and described themselves as sisters, were part of a popular theatre troupe
cross England. Stella was in 3 relationship with Lord Arthur Clinton, a Liberal Party politician,
wo male friends.

The women
which travelled a
and they'd watched a show with t
That night they were taken to a police station on Bow Street and ordered to undress in front of officers. It

J was revealed they'd both been assigned male at birth
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Exceptionaldetails aside,this is a story that we might read in our
newspapertoday Manyof its componentdeel familiar an arrestmade
on the basisthat a visit to the bathroomconstituteda violation of a _
private,genderedpacean attemptat publicexposurdy a manwho felt
deceivedabout the anatomyof a companionand acted out in a ¢ !
transphobidage an assumptiorthat a transwomanin public mustbe a
sexworkersolicitingclients a supportivenetworkof friendsandrelatives

who affirmedthew o m e geridsidentitieshroughappropriatgoronoun
useand gifts of clothing,recognizinga processof socialtransitionthat

had begunin childhood Somereaderamight recognizea legaldecision

that is unsympathetito prosecutoriabverreachand more apt to see
gendepresentatioasamatterof privateconcerrthanonerequiringegal
policing It would certainlybe hearteningo seea newspapemakean
unequivocastatementhatit wouldusethe gendepronounswith whicha
criminaldefendanteferredto herselfOverall the casecouldbeseerasa . . &
gualified victory for transgenderights But it happenedin Victorian = &

Britain(83). e metro journalist had difficulty coming up with a headline f
article. She wanted to draw attention to the story and the _'
mstlnctually wanted to rely on sensatlonallst tactlcs (much )
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APPREHENSION OF ‘GENTLEMEN IN FEMALE ATTIRE'

At Bow-street Police-court on Thursday, Ernest Boulton
aged 22 of 48 Shirland-road, Paddington, gentleman
(son of Mr Boulton the stockbroker); Frederick William
Park aged 23 of Bruton-street, Berkeley Square, law
student (son of Mr Park the Master of the Court
of Common Pleas, and grandson of the late Judge
Park); and Hugh Alexander Mundell aged 23 of 158

sect
use

S he Pellicoat o Ven

THE PETTICOAT MEN

Buckingham Palace-road, gentleman, were charged
before Mr Flowers with frequenting a public resort, to
wit, the Strand Theatre, with intent to commit felony,
the first two-named in female attire.

‘Felony?’ said Ma. ‘I thought felony was murder. Those
boys aint going to murder anybody for God’s sake!"

‘Felony means other very wicked crimes,’ said Billy. ‘In
their book. So it means life imprisonment.’

‘What?

‘Hard labour, life imprisonment, ten years’ penal
servitude. That's what felons get.’

‘For wearing women'’s clothes?’ said Ma. ‘Well in that
case, they may as well lock up the whole of the acting
profession!

‘They used to get hanged,’ said Billy.

I didn’t say anything. I was sure they could hear my
heart going bang bang bang. One of the Gentlemen in
Female Attire they were writing about was Freddie -
Frederick William Park as they called him there - who

olhe PetticoatiVieg,h a pt er
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THE PETTICOAT MEN = Q B . ? H
was the least wicked person I had met in my life, he was Mr James Thomson, superintendent of the E Division,
the most kind loving generous person that I knew. said: ‘At ten o’clock last night I went to the Strand
Theatre where I saw the three prisoners in a private
On being placed in the dock much amusement was box, Boulton and Park being in female attire. I have
created by their artistic make-up. Boulton was dressed been watching them for many months, in all sorts of
in fashionable crimson silk, trimmed with white lace. places, especially the Alhambra and Burlington Arcade
He wore a flaxen wig, with plaited chignon. His arms and balls and other such places and the Boat Race too.
and neck were bare. He had bracelets, and a white lace They do call themselves ladies’ names, usually Stella
shawl round his shoulders. and Fanny. I observed them nodding and smiling and
winking to gentlemen in the stalls and making sounds.
‘That’s Ernest for sure,’ said Ma, nodding and sipping They were removed on leaving the theatre, to Bow-street
port. Tknow that crimson dress.’ Station. Mundell said that he was the son of a barrister
and that a few evenings previously he had met the two
Parkwore a green satin dress, with a pannier, flaxen wig other prisoners in male attire but he believed they were
curled, white kid gloves, bracelets and black lace shawl. girls, in men’s clothes. He made their acquaintance and y ;
) ) ) agreed to escort them to the theatre last night.” § 4o 3; % g
‘Ah poor Freddie, never makes quite the picture as iy s o,
EinedtdioesAndiiasippediandinndilidagsin; Willifzm Chamberlaine, delfective, E Di\fision, said: b '}‘ ,:;: S\\ ?
4 You k@)wfhe - akeE HY diom W °g ar()/l oS said, ‘Last night I saw two persons in female attire com% out 1 :;\.%\ §
5 i . sz : i of a house, 13 Wakefield-street, Regent-Square, with a )
i hxdlfna.rg even 13e ﬁota'etty hlﬁErgstW S p a p Brtbmal creat e a § ﬂ{‘a%‘é
she use charactersd commentary, R
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do the transcripts amplify the sense of immorality, impurity and
contamination in the Fanny and Stella case?
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On that first Sunday, the Reynolds Newspaper had given
salacious details. But it was the paragraphs in The Times
that had struck fear into the hearts of certain gentlemen
of the Establishment. The Times opined that the two
men now held in the case were part of an association
of ‘at least thirty’ similar-minded young men who
roamed freely, loose-moraled, about London. (Some of
those members of the Establishment reading The Times
in alarm were not young either.) In gentlemen’s clubs all
over London, gentlemen huddled on leather chairs under
royal portraits and spoke together in low voices.

Some persons thought it expedient to take an early
holiday on the Continent. Mr Amos Gibbings was one
who made this decision urgently, quietly farewelled that

Sunday by Mr Porterbury of Porterbury’s Hotel by the
Strand.

‘1 was going anyway. I had already arranged to meet
friends in Calais. Just for a few weeks. Mr Gibbings
entered a carriage quickly. ‘Keep me informed of course.

e

An evening meeting of another group of gentlemen was
hastily convened that Sunday. The venue was perhaps an
unlikely one for the subject under discussion: a church
vestry across the River Thames from the Houses of
Parliament. From that church, lamplight could be seen in
the Victoria Tower, which rose at one end of the Palace
of Westminster; odd lights flickered also in other parts of
the seat of government. All of the gentlemen present at
the church meeting wore clerical collars; some of them
had been conducting evensong; many were members of
the House of Lords. The organist was rehearsing Handel;
chords wafted in and out of the locked vestry, notes
echoing on the air.

THE PETTICOAT MEN

That air inside the vestry was full of smoke and
many of the gentlemen held glasses of amber liquid; the
meeting had been proceeding for some time, the same
ground covered more than once: there was an air of odd
unease in the room.

“The arrests have already caused outrageous attention
in the cheap newspapers, and have not been ignored by
The Times, as they should have been.

‘We can hardly order that the matter be banned from
being reported, and close the Magistrates’ Court!

“Very well, but too much is at stake for Lord Arthur to
appear.’

This statement (which perhaps contained various
layers of meaning) was not contested.

‘His name has not been mentioned as yet.

‘Where is he?

‘We have not been able to ascertain.’

‘We may be being overcautious. The whole matter may
be over in the next few days.

‘Very well but I reiterate: there is too much at stake —
for the country, I mean - for Lord Arthur Clinton’s name
to be mentioned or for him to appear. He was briefly a
Member of Parliament: the honour of the House etc...’

A more pragmatic member of the group put it more
bluntly: ‘Lord Arthur is notoriously unreliable and
impecunious. He cannot be relied upon to behave with
the discretion that is expected from members of the
nobility. Frankly, other names may come out if he is not
prevented from appearing.’

Throats were cleared in the nervous, embarrassed
silence that followed. Finally a very senior bishop spoke.

‘Gentlemen. Lord Arthur may be unreliable but he is
the son of the late lamented fifth Duke of Newcastle who
was once Colonial Secretary, and Secretary of War for our
country under Sir Robert Peel, and later Secretary of State
for the Colonies under Lord Palmerston!

Handel rang out as if to underline the credentials.

‘Do not forget his notorious mother.” But that comment
was muttered rather than uttered.
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What social and cultural (and sexual?) issues is Ewing drawing
to here? How does hypocrisy intersect with ideas of puri
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