#VPFAMatters

Welcome

Welcome to the 11th Victorian Popular Fiction Association annual conference! We’re happy to
be holding the conference in a new, beautiful and suitably historic venue and to have so
many speakers from all around the globe. Many thanks to Andrew King and the University of
Greenwich for hosting us and all their support. There was a record number of abstracts this
year, and it’s led to a full and fascinating programme. We hope you will enjoy the papers, the
fruitful and stimulating discussions and most of all the company!

The VPFA Conference Team (Janine Hatter, Helena Ifill, Erin Louttit)

Eating in Greenwich

Greenwich is a tourist destination and student centre so you’d expect there to be a lot of
places to eat lunch (or dinner or a snack). There are far too many to list here.

On Campus there are - for snacks - the Queen Mary cafe and a couple of cafes in the
Dreadnought building (the Student Union).

Just outside the main gate there is Greenwich Market which should probably be your main
call for takeaway lunch: it has numerous food stalls selling everything from sushi and Polish
sausages to Vegan burgers, cakes and Ethiopian cuisine (expect to pay around £7 for
something substantial).

Paul’s (which you‘ll see on the corner on the way to the market) is very good for cakes,
salads and various kinds of sandwiches and is cheaper than the market but offers more
usual fare.

Near Cutty Sark DLR (about 150m from the campus) is a Boots and MS for completely
standard take-away sandwiches and fruit.

For a sit-down lunch the Old Brewery is even closer but its main strength is as a place for
craft beers of an evening (very pleasant outside space). Beside the Trafalgar, where Dickens
used to eat oysters, there are several pubs very close such as the Gypsy Moth.

Further afield (i.e. in a Greenwich back street - 8 Nevada Street) is Heap’s sausage cafe
which is quite famous (though I’'ve never visited).

Walking away from Greenwich centre down Trafalgar Road (with the river on your left) you’ll
come (eventually) to another area with lots of eating places like Pathiri South Indian (at no
119), though the walk isn’t very attractive.

Finally, don’t forget the cafe on the park side of the National Maritime Museum (though it
can get crowded). There is also a lovely little cafe at the entrance to the Park if you feel the
need to escape!

Prof Andrew King, University of Greenwich
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Special Announcement

‘Late-Victorian and Edwardian Paperback Fiction’

An exhibition curated by Professor John Spiers, Senior Research Fellow,
Institute of English Studies, and a Professorial Research Fellow at
London Metropolitan University

Location: outside King William LT KW002
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DAY ONE: Monday 8 July 2019

09:00 - 09:15

Registration

Heritage
Gallery

09:15 - 11:15

PGR Professionalisation Workshop: What is the REF and what is
“research excellence”?
Host: Prof Andrew King, University of Greenwich

QAO075

11:15 — 12:15

Lunch Break & Afternoon Registration with refreshments
(food not provided)

Heritage
Gallery

12:15 - 12:30

Welcome from VPFA Conference Team

Mark O’Thomas, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Faculty of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, University of Greenwich

Prof Andrew King, University of Greenwich

QA080

12:30 - 14:00

Keynote 1
Chair: Andrew King

Sensation Fiction and the Theatre: Braddon, Boucicault and
Matters of Adaptation
Beth Palmer, University of Surrey

QA080

14:00 - 14:10

Short Break

14:10 - 15:40

Parallel Session A

Panel 1: Ghosts Among Us
Chair: Jessica Cox

Domesticized Fantasy and Gothic Spaces in “Curious, if True”
and “The Old Nurse’s Story”
Danbee Moon, University of Washington

Clerks, Rent and the “complaints of tenants”: Charlotte Riddell’s
Mundane Ghost Stories
Helena Ifill, University of Sheffield

A Haunting in Time and Space: Vernon Lee’s “Oke of Okehurst”
Barbara D. Ferguson, McMaster University

QA080

Panel 2: Dickens and Adaptation
Chair: Chris Louttit

Bitter discontent grown fierce and mad: Barnaby Rudge,
Chartism, and Melodrama
Kate Newey, University of Exeter

Piracy in the Popular Penny Press
Kristen Starkowski, Princeton University

A Wholly Posthumous Dickens: T. P. James’ Spirit Pen
Adventures
Camilla Ulleland Hoel, Royal Norwegian Air Force Academy

QA065
(not wheel-
chair
accessible)
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Panel 3: Sensation!
Chair: Marisa Knox

Death and Feminine Jouissance in Ellen Wood’s East Lynne
Jungyoun Kim, Sungkyunkwan University

“Can | say | believe in it, too?” Hesitation and the Difficulties of
Decision in Wilkie Collins’s Armadale
James Green, University of Exeter

Prescient Heroines, Helpless Lawyers: Gender, Genre, and Self-
Reflexivity in Sensation Fiction
Felipe Espinoza Garrido, University of Minster

KW002

15:40 - 16:00

Refreshment Break, with fruit

Heritage
Gallery

16:00 — 17:30

Parallel Session B

Panel 4: Science and the Supernatural at the Fin de Siécle
Chair: Alina Ghimpu-Hague

The Sternness of my Own Cold Stone Building: Gothic Reflections
of Childhood and the Home in Bram Stoker’s Dracula
Terry Scarborough, Okanagan College

Mind, Matter, Spirit: The Supernatural as a Form of Knowledge in
Bram Stoker’s Dracula, The Lady of the Shroud, and The Lair of
the White Worm

Alexandra Cheira, University of Lisbon

“Science is a match that man has just got alight”: The Fourth
Dimension, the “Man of Science” and the Unreadable “Book of
Nature” in The Time Machine

Stephen Whiting, University of Leeds

QAO080

Panel 5: Health and Wellbeing
Chair: Fiona Schroeder

On the Precipice: Formal Agency and Temperance in John
Harris’s Caleb Cliff
Duncan Yeates, University of Falmouth

“The Sound Mind in the Sound Body”: Temperance,
Vegetarianism and Alternative Remedies — the Pursuit of Physical
and Moral Purity in Temperance Publishing

Deborah Canavan, University of Greenwich

Depressed Minds and Broken Spirits: Retail Work and Emotional
Health in Victorian Popular Culture
Alison Moulds, Queen Mary and University of Roehampton

QA065
(not wheel-
chair
accessible)

Panel 6: The Popular Press
Chair: Beth Palmer

The Female Sailor - A Trans-Generic Wayfarer
Mollie Clarke, Roehampton University

“Dancing between disconnected items” and Sati, 1850-1870
Maninder Jarleberg, Utrecht University

QA038
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Real Fictions: Investigative Journalism and the Popular Novel,
1860-1890
Stephen Donovan, Uppsala University

17:30 - 17:50

Refreshment Break

Heritage
Gallery

17:50 — 19:20

Parallel Session C

Panel 7: The Novel: Authorial Strategies and Critical Reception
Chair: Anne-Marie Beller

Literary Matters: Charlotte Bronté, Sensation Fiction, and the
Victorian Literary Marketplace
Jessica Cox, Brunel University

Novel Ways of Knowing: Charles Reade and the Triple-Decker
Form
Sara Murphy, Gallatin School-NYU

Victorian Popular Fiction and Its (Im)moral Censors: The
Disparagement of Book Reviewers

Mariaconcetta Costantini, G. d’Annunzio University of Chieti-
Pescara

QA080

Panel 8: Questioning Genre and Literary Appeal
Chair: Julia Podziewska

Penny Blood or Domestic Romance? Engagements with Genre in
1840s Working-Class Fiction
Celine Frohn, University of Sheffield

“In deference to the public taste”: Limits of the Exotic in Philip
Meadows Taylor’s Indian Romances
Dhrubajyoti Sarkar, University of Kalyani

The Narrative Legacy of Imperial Knowledge in Haggard’s Heart
of the World
Marisa Palacios Knox, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

QA065
(not wheel-
chair
accessible)

Panel 9: The Faces of Horror
Chair: Alexandra Cheira

Mind over Matter: Olivia Shakespear’s Beauty’s Hour
Erin Louttit, Independent Scholar

Carmilla and the Matter of “Monsieur Buffon, and his big book™:
Popular Natural History in the Supernatural Tale
Rae X. Yan, University of Florida

The Death of Dracula: Weaponry in Stoker’s Writing
Matthew Crofts, University of Hull

QA038

19:30

Drinks Reception and Launch of the Victorian Popular Fictions
Journal

Heritage
Gallery
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DAY TWO: Tuesday 9 July

09:00 — 09:30 | Registration KWO002

09:30 — 11:00 Keynote 2 KwWO002
Chair: Janine Hatter

Capturing the Spirit of Bohemia: The Life of the Artist in 1860s
Popular Fiction
Chris Louttit, Radboud University

11:00 — 11:30 Refreshment Break KW Ground
Floor Foyer

11:30 — 13:00 Parallel Session D

Panel 10: Wilkie Collins: Matters of the Mind KW002
Chair: Mariaconcetta Costantini

“Half-witted creatures” in “the novel of incident” and the
Inauguration of Dwindling Shareholder Responsibility with the
Limited Liability Act (1855)

Julia Podziewska, Sheffield Hallam University

The Moonstone and the Imperial Unconscious
Alisha Walters, Penn State, Abington College

Panel 11: Faith and Doubt QA065

Chair: Maija Kuharenoka (not wheel-
chair
accessible)

The Manifestation of Religious Hypocrisy in Victorian Novels
Rachel Bodnariuc, Simon Fraser University

“Church planting” and Sustainability in Charlotte Yonge’s The
Daisy Chain
Kate Lawson, University of Waterloo

Religious Meaning and the Melodramatic Mute: Sand Divination in
The Garden of Allah
Leanne Waters, University College Dublin

Panel 12: Going Global QAO010
Chair: Treena Warren

It’s Murder at the Ball: Scripting and Illustrating a Graphic Novel
Adaptation of a “Lost” Russian-Empire Detective Novel (Semyon
Panoy’s Three Courts, 1876)

Carol Adlam, Nottingham Trent University

Sites Set on Crime: Spaces of Justice, Truth and Knowledge in
Early Russian Crime Fiction
Claire Whitehead, University of St Andrews

Victorian Views of the Arctic
Jacqueline Stamp, Canterbury Christ Church University

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch Break (not provided)
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14:00 - 15:00

Reading Group: Altered States of Mind and Body
Hosts: James Green and Henry Bartholomew, University of
Exeter

QA010

15:00 - 16:30

Parallel Session E

Panel 13: Fin-de-Siecle Traumas
Chair: Kate Newey

Hierarchical Trauma and Amputated Masculinity in Treasure
Island
Emon Keshavarz, Durham University

Unspeakable Matters: Child Sexual Abuse and Late-Victorian
Gothic Fiction
Ailise Bulfin, Trinity College Dublin

“That was how | earned the Treasure”: The Sign of Four and the
Traumatic Story of Jonathan Small
Sharon Murphy, Dublin City University

QA065
(not wheel-
chair
accessible)

Panel 14: Cultural Transmission
Chair: David Johnson

The Cult of Ophelia: Madwomen in Victorian Popular Fiction
Tong Mou, Peking University

Co-created “Otherlands”: Nonsense and Participatory Culture in
the Nineteenth Century
Alina Ghimpu-Hague, Royal Holloway

Acropolis Now: Photography and Freud's Crisis of the Real
Treena Kay Warren, Independent Scholar

KWO002

Panel 15: Advice and Education
Chair: Kate Lawson

Manners over Mind: Victorian Etiquette and its Influence
Luisa Kapp, University of Oxford

“Your poetry is only very poor prose”: Education and Poetry in
Victorian Popular Writing of 1850
John Morton, University of Greenwich

QA010

16:30 - 17:00

Refreshment Break

KW Ground
Floor Foyer

17:00 — 19:00

Parallel Session F — Special Panels

Panel 16: The Spirit of Urban Exploration in Victorian Popular
Fiction
Chair: Minna Vuohelainen

Dissecting the Urban Body: Anatomical Readings of London’s
Sanitary System
Naomi Hinds, University College London

“l had been hanging about the banks in Lombard Street [...] since
Nine o’clock in the morning”: Mid-Victorian Police Memoir Fiction
And Exploring the Urban Cityscape

Samuel Saunders, Liverpool John Moores University

QA065
(not wheel-
chair
accessible)
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Women of Many Ideas: Knowledge, Curiosity and Intuition and
the Victorian Female Detective
Angelica Michelis, Manchester Metropolitan University

Panel 17: Matters of the Mind in Victorian Popular Fiction KWO002
Chair: Valerie Fehlbaum

Between Dream and Reality: An Altered Mental State as a
Narrative Catalyst
Maija Kuharenoka, Independent Scholar

Science Fiction and Occult Empiricism: Psychical Experience in
Karma: A Novel
Aren Roukema, Birkbeck College

Exorcising the Muse in “A Psychical Invasion”
Bruce Wyse, Wilfrid Laurier University

Panel 18: Matters of the Home in Victorian Popular Fiction QAO010
Chair: Jessica Cox

Matters of the Home: The Domestic Economy of Ellen Wood’s The
Shadow of Ashlydyat
Anne-Marie Beller, Loughborough University

Prescribing the Feel of Home in Victorian Domestic Guides
David Johnson, Newcastle University

How | Managed My Baby: Competitive Infant Care in Victorian
Popular Fiction
Tamara S. Wagner, Nanyang Technological University

19:30 Dinner at Byron Burger (Extra Cost)

DAY THREE: Wednesday 10 July

09:00 - 09:30 | Registration KW002

09:30 - 11:00 Parallel Session G

Panel 19: Arthur Machen and Degeneracy KW002
Chair: Ailise Bulfin

“Dangerous Imaginings”: Renegotiations of Reality in the Weird
Fiction of Arthur Machen and Algernon Blackwood
Kahn Faassen, K.U. Leuven

Dissolution and Change: Myth, Matter and Degeneracy in Arthur
Machen’s The Great God Pan
Billie Gavurin, University of Bristol

Cocaine Addiction, Skin, and Sexuality in Arthur Machen’s “The
White Powder”
Douglas R. J. Small, University of Glasgow
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Panel 20: Fin-de-Siécle Cultures QM168
Chair: Matthew Crofts

“Mr. Lewis’s book is safe to be popular”: Magical Masculine
Knowledge and Conjurer Dick (1855)
Beatrice Ashton-Lelliott, University of Portsmouth

Gods, Morals, and Disease: Contamination in Kipling and Doyle
Molly Robinson, California State University

“That’ll knock ‘em”: Fin-De-Siécle Literary Culture and the
Problematic Appeal of Music Hall Merriment
Peter Jones, Queen Mary University

Panel 21: Continental Sensation QM169
Chair: Sara Murphy

Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s Metaphorical Medical Matters
Isabelle Staniaszek, University of Roehampton

“Your cursed French novels!” Ouida’s Transnational French
Imaginary
Helena Esser, Birkbeck

Thinking through “faithfulness” in the adaptation of Victorian
Popular Fiction: the Operatic Materialisations of Ouida’s Two
Little Wooden Shoes (1874)

Andrew King, University of Greenwich

11:00 - 11:30 Refreshment Break KW Ground
Floor Foyer

11:30 — 13:00 Parallel Session H

Panel 22: Matters and Materiality KWO002
Chair: Samuel Saunders

Dickensian Matters: Gold, Silver and Iron
Shu-Fang Lai, National Sun Yat-Sen University

Playing Cute: Sensation Villainy and the Aesthetics of Small
Things
Laura Eastlake, Edge Hill University

The Small Matter of the Tozer Brooch: Declining Hairwork in
Margaret Oliphant’s Phoebe, Junior (1876)
Heather Hind, Universities of Exeter and Bristol

Panel 23: Other Worlds QM168
Chair: Beatrice Ashton-Lelliott

“Voice on Voice, Power on Power”: Trance Poets and the Paradox
of Female Authorship in American Spiritualist Literature
Clara Contreras Ameduri, University of Salamanca

Of Mahatmas and Chelas: Theosophical Transport, Technology,
and The Miraculous in Marsh and Anstey
Shuhita Bhattacharjee, Indian Institute of Technology
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Communing with Souls on Saturn: Space Exploration and
Spiritualism in John Jacob Astor’s A Journey in Other Worlds
Fiona Schroeder, University of Exeter

Panel 24: Storytelling QM169
Chair: Jacqueline Stamp

Erasing the Trauma in Wuthering Heights: Catherine Earnshaw’s
Ghostly Illness Onscreen
Marta Bernabeu, University of Salamanca

Riverdale and Victorian Popular Fiction
Brooke Fortune, University of Florida

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch (not provided)

14:00 — 15:30 Keynote 3 KWO002
Chair: Erin Louttit

Vanishing Points: Sidney Paget, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Sherlock
Holmes
Christopher Pittard, University of Portsmouth

15:30 — 16:30 | AGM, Nickianne Moody Memorial and Close KWO002
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The VPFA is proud to announce the inaugural issue of the international peer-reviewed
Victorian Popular Fictions Journal (VPFJ), ISSN 2514-8249, available at
https://victorianpopularfiction.org/publications/1200-2/.

Hosted by Victorian Secrets, the Journal is edited by Prof Mariaconcetta Costantini
(University of Pescara) and Prof Andrew King (University of Greenwich), with Book
Reviews overseen by Dr Anna Brecke (Rhode Island School of Design) and Mara
Mattoscio (University of Pescara).

Focussing on popular narrative in all its forms, VPFJ solicits articles which help us re-
evaluate our view of Victorian culture as a whole and how that might be considered,
including debates about canonicity and hybridity, digitisation, and the identification of
pedagogical issues in the teaching of Victorian popular fictions.

VPFJ encourages the critical examination of now neglected fiction, forgotten creators,
disseminators and interpreters of stories - poets, dramatists, novelists, journalists,
journals, publishers, artists, critics and readers.

VPFJ seeks to challenge perceptions of the long nineteenth-century by rigorous peer-
review, scrupulous editing and civil communication. Don’t think of the squabbles in the
Athenaeum Club or the oracular pronouncements of the Higher Journalism, but the
energy, ambition, range and conversation of the Beetons, Braddon and Eliza Cook.

Articles of 7-8,000 words can be submitted to Mariaconcetta Costantini and Andrew
King at VPFJournal@gmail.com.

Book review requests of 1,000 words can be submitted to Anna Brecke at
VPFJournal@gmail.com.

VPFJ has two issues a year, Spring and Autumn.
For the second general issue, full articles must be submitted by 1st September 2019.
The headpiece of the VPFJ was kindly created by Ann M. Hale, based on a section
heading in the Stationary Trade Review for 1887

(see http://www.blt19.co.uk/periodicals/stationery-trade-review/~)
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