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A PERILOUS RIDE Soames, C Belgravia : a London magazine; Jan 1873; 9, British Periodicals 
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THE LETTER OF MY DEAD WIFE. London society : an illustrated magazine of light and amusing 
literature for the hours of relaxation, Jan. 1862-Dec. 1886; May 1872; 21, 125; British Periodicals 
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GOING THROUGH THE TUNNEL. Ludlow, Johnny The Argosy : a magazine of tales, travels, essays, 

and poems; Feb 1869; 7, British Periodicals pg. 123  

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Scene in a Tunnel. How to Clear a Carriage for a Cigar. 

Punch Historical Archive (London, England), Sat, January 09, 1864; pg. 

20.  

Railway Lunatic Asylum. (Identified from the 

contributor ledgers: Gilbert a'Beckett) 
Punch Historical Archive (London, England), 
Saturday, October 18, 1845; pg. 177; Issue 223.  

“A Lunatic in a Railway Train’, Illustrated Police 
News, Saturday 4 August 1877. 

“A Lady’s Desperate Plight In A Train: Fearful Struggle With 
a Supposed Madman”, Illustrated Police News Saturday 19 
December 1903. 



 

 

Some Questions to Consider 

 
1. How does the image of the madman on the train engage with anxieties 
relating to 'travels of the mind and body’? 
 
2. What does the fear of developing symptoms of madness from travelling on 
a train say about Victorian notions of space, identity, and time? Are these 
fears still valid in the technological advances today?  
 
3. The reading pack includes excerpts from 3 examples of fictional 
engagement with anxieties about madmen on the railways. How is travel 
depicted as a mentally and physically transformative process in these texts 
(or other Victorian popular fiction that you have encountered)? 
 
4. How were contemporary anxieties regarding the male ideal and economic 
legitimacy of Britain addressed in these popular narratives, in which 
madness, masculinity, and travel were linked? 
 
5. What connections have you found in Victorian popular fiction between train 
travel and issues relating to class/gender/race? 
 
 
 

 


